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     Year 2 Welcome Ruby and Amber 

 

 

Our Year 2 class were delighted to welcome their two beautiful tortoises, Ruby 

and Amber.  Amber is the smaller of the two (and slightly more adventurous). 

Ruby is the greedier of the two and likes nothing more than to chomp away on 

her ‘five a day.’ The class were really excited at the start of the term when the 

pair arrived, and love taking the responsibility of looking after them (Amber is 

the one who is happier to be handled). 

There have been lots of visitors to the class as, just like Simba, the tortoises 

were quick to make an impact with children from all classes. A big thank you 

must go to FOSS, who funded the tortoise-table environment and heat lamp 

after Year 2 had requested the two pets through a School Council meeting in 

the autumn term. 
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Hannah and Mia Cheer on the Saints! 

Two members of our girls’ football team, Hannah and 

Mia, had the opportunity earlier this month to take 

part in the ‘guard of honour’ at Clarence Park,        

welcoming out the two teams for the St Albans City 

versus Tonbridge Angels league fixture. Unfortunately, 

St Albans lost the match by three goals to two. It was 

an exciting match and the two girls clearly enjoyed the 

experience. 

Chinese New Year 

Our children in early years had great fun learning 

about the Chinese New Year (which this year is ‘the 

year of the rabbit.) The children learnt about the 

Chinese and Lunar New Year which this year fell on 

Sunday (22nd January). They discovered all about 

the customs and traditions associated with the    

festival, then made a Chinese dragon, lanterns, and 

even Spring couplets (banners) by trying their hand 

at Chinese writing! The children also had the        

opportunity to sample some Chinese food, including 

rice, noodles, chicken and spring rolls.  

Our early years’ children impressed us with their 

concentration and fine motor skills and we are 

thrilled with the end results! The reception and 

nursery classrooms were totally transformed with 

all their creative and colourful artwork. 
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Reggie the Hamster 

 

Year 1 children have loved the opportunity to welcome 

Reggie, the Russian Dwarf hamster, to their class. The      

species is sometimes known as the ’Winter White dwarf        

hamster’ or Siberian Dwarf hamster It is ball-shaped and 

typically half the size of the Syrian hamster. Features of 

the winter white hamster usually include a thick, dark 

grey dorsal stripe and furry feet. As winter approaches 

and the days shorten, the winter white dwarf hamster's 

dark fur is almost entirely replaced with white fur. In     

captivity, however, this does not usually happen as       

animals maintained as pets are generally housed indoors 

and exposed to artificial light that prevents the          

recognition of short winter daylengths. Regi is nearly a 

year old and he loves children as he has always been 

around them. Not your typical hamster! Year 1 are     

learning a bit about pets and Regi has certainly helped to 

bring their learning to life!  

Hestia Day 

This Friday we will be organising a Hestia Day to support 

the Hestia charity, which is a fabulous local charity    

supporting  families who have been affected by          

crisis. This may include domestic violence,              

homelessness  or mental health issues. The  idea was 

initially suggested by Olivia and Naomi, who have since 

recruited a fabulous Year 5 team who will be                

co-ordinating a craft sale on Friday lunchtime            

(3rd February) , along with a cake sale after school. As 

always, we will warmly appreciate any contributions if 

you would like to either make a cake or contribute to 

their collection of crafts. Each class will also be           

organising their own craft activities to further raise the 

profile of our Hestia Day. 

The Craft Sale will take place during  lunchtime and the 

Cake Sale will be held in the Year 5 classroom at the 

end of the school day. 
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Year 2 Portraits 

Our Year 2 class have drawn some  fantastic 

portraits as part of their art unit. The children 

chose famous portraits and cut them        

vertically in half. Some of their drawings used 

symmetry (if the portrait was ’front on’) , 

whilst others had to consider different angles 

or profiles. The children learnt about          

proportion and also had the challenge of   

imitating the style of their chosen artist. The 

collection of portraits were then mounted as 

a montage and are proudly displayed in the 

corridor next to the Year 1 classroom.  

 

Come my feet, carry me across the playground, 

Fight through the crowd, I must get through the gate before it slams shut, 

Down the path, dodging footballs. Through the gate, finally. 

Icy winds whipping at my skin, be strong my shoes, be steady, 

Let the path guide you. 

The roar of engines. Roadworks! Damn it! Cross the road. 

Bolt down the road, dart past a family. 

I keep running, but I do not notice an icy patch… 

I slip, spin and skid. And fall. 

Thankfully, someone helps me up,  

I consider turning back, but then I remember my mum and dad waiting for me. 

Creak, a branch dangerously close.  

Lightning slices through the dark black clouds, 

Bolt after bolt. 

Familiar house, my house. I fumble to open the door and stumble in. 

 

Year 5 are Coming Home 

Year 5 have been writing poetry about ‘coming home’… inspired by the story written by Michael Morpur-

go. Their poems are fantastic, here is a lovely example; Fergus’ poem about  Coming Home. 



 

Biscuit Bear and a Pop-Up Scare! 

Year 4 have produced some fabulous books to     

support their DT project on pop-up books and their      

literacy  work around the story of Biscuit Bear. The 

children learnt about various pop-up mechanisms  

and took great care to illustrate their spooky pop-up 

stories, enjoying the opportunity to share them with 

some of our younger children. 

Their Biscuit Bear books were equally impressive. 

Here are a few short extracts taken from Christian, 

Rose and Shraddha’s Biscuit Bear stories: 

 

“ One sunny morning, a boy’s mum gave him a sticky 

lump of pastry. So the boy washed his hands and got 

to work. He rolled it, tossed it, pushed it, pulled it… 

until finally it was thin enough to cut out.” 

Christian 

“ Biscuit Bear had cooled and Amy was back. Her mouth got bigger as she 

got closer…  

And her eyes got bigger as she got closer… 

Biscuit Bear was in DANGER!” 

Rose 

 

“The room was silent . Nothing stirred. Biscuit Bear woke up and thought 

to himself, ‘Freedom at Last!’  

A biscuit’s life is usually short and sugary. However, Biscuit Bear had 

beaten the odds and found a place to be safe!” 

 

Shraddha 
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School Council look to increase Biodiversity 

Following our School Council meeting last week, and building upon earlier proposals from our School Council, 

we are eager to embark on a special project to increase biodiversity within the school grounds and attract a 

greater range of wildlife.     Following our meeting with Heidi and Esme (from the Herts and Essex Wildlife 

Trust) our School Council are really excited about the prospect of creating a pond in our Environmental Area, 

along with a dead-hedging boundary at the back of the field near to our current ‘stick area.’ We will be looking 

to     develop our Forest Schools practices and this area will include a fire pit and ‘Forest Schools style, out-

side classroom.’ 

As well as the addition of a pond, we will be developing a quiet oudoor ‘reading space’ within our Environ-

mental Area and will be locating a brand new gazebo, kindly donated by parents of last year’s Year 6 class, as 

a central feature for our outdoor reading area. 

Our plan is to complete the project in an ambitious 

timescale so that we can enjoy an ‘official opening’ on 

the day of our Summer Fair. This year’s theme is going 

to be Endangered Species, so we felt it would be most 

appropriate to unveil the pond on this special day in 

our school’s calendar. The School Council are keen to 

approach FOSS to support this project  after it was     

initially presented to the committee following             

discussions and suggestions that were put forward in 

our autumn term meetings. 

 

Indoor Athletics Success 

Our Indoor Athletics team were in fine form during the 

heats of the St Albans Schools’ Indoor Athletics            

Competition, Drawn in a tough group, alongside our 

neighbours from Oakwood and two three-form entry 

schools, Bernard’s Heath and Fleetville, the team came 

second and finished in fifth place overall (out of fourteen 

local schools). This means that they will go through to the 

St Albans Schools’ Finals later this term.  

All of the children performed superbly. Highlights included 

a relay victory, Nick’s exceptional efforts with the chest 

push throw and Matty’s outstanding performance in the 

triple jump. Congratulations to all of the team, it’s a great 

achievement for a one-form entry school to make it 

through to the finals! 



 

Football Updates 

The football team moved up to second place following a   

2-1 victory against a strong Camp team earlier this week. 

Alby scored the winner after Camp had equalised late in 

the first half. The girls team also moved into second place 

after an excellent 3-0 victory away at Windermere. Goals 

from Hannah, Mia and Ava secured a convincing victory.  

The ‘B’ team remain undefeated in the league this       

season and are currently top of their league, whilst the 

girls’ ‘B’ team played well as a team last week, beating 

Bowmansgreen 1-0. Annabel and Grace W were excellent 

in defence, whilst Grace G enjoyed a fantastic game up 

front and Philippa rounded off a wonderful performance 

by scoring the winning goal. 

 

Year 1 enjoyed a very fun filled trip to St Albans       
Cathedral last Friday. They learnt all about the 
story of Saint Alban. Alban lived in the Roman 
city of Verulamium. He became a Saint because  
he gave shelter to a Christian priest,               
Amphibalus, and exchanged clothes with him so 
that Amphibalus could escape the Romans.     
Alban was then executed.  

The children had the opportunity to role 
play this story before having a well-deserved 
lunch.  

After lunch, they made their own mosaics. They 
planned their mosaic using a range of 
beautiful tiles before sticking them into place. It 
was a fabulous day and the class were a real 
credit to the  school, well done Year 1! 


