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January 2023 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you have had a restful Christmas break and would like to wish you a Happy New 
Year. Thank you again for your overwhelming generosity at the end of the Autumn Term, I 
am so very grateful.  
 
We have begun the term looking at factor pairs in our Maths lessons. The children have 
been using their knowledge of times tables to find all the factors of different numbers. We 
will soon be moving on to length and perimeter. In English, we are studying ‘Ancient Roman 
Myths’, the children have written some excellent pieces using rich and vivid descriptions.  
 
I am very excited for our history topic this term, Anglo-Saxons, and Vikings. Each week, 
we will be travelling back in time to find out about these invaders, the way they lived and 
the impact they had on Britain. During the second half of the term, we will be going on our 
first trip to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village where the children will be able to explore 
experimental reconstructions of buildings, handle replica objects and study finds from the 
site. This will really develop their investigative skills and encourage them to draw their own 
conclusions.  
 
In Science, we are learning about ‘Electricity’ and ‘Sound’. We have already had lots of fun 
constructing circuits to make a bulb light up! ‘Repetition in Shapes’ is this term’s IT topic; 
the children will be creating programs by planning, modifying, and testing commands to 
create shapes and patterns. French will continue on Wednesdays with Mrs Cheshire. This 
half term, the children’s learning will focus on ‘Au Zoo’ and ‘Ours Brun, dis-moi ce que tu 
vois?’. After half-term, the learning will be about ‘Quelle heure est-il?’ and ‘Poisson d’avril’. 
As before, the children have Mrs Salway for Music on a Wednesday. In Art, the children 
are looking at ‘Folds and Crumples’ using a variety of materials. It is so lovely to see how 
much they enjoy the more creative lessons!  
 
We have now reached the end of the swimming lessons in Year Four, where the children 
did brill iantly. An additional PE session will take its place instead; please make sure the 
children have their kits in school Monday-Friday. PE lessons are scheduled for Mondays 
and Wednesdays but due to timetable changes, there may be occasions when it takes place 
on a different day.  Most of our lessons will take place outside (weather permitting). You 
may like to ensure your child has navy jogging bottoms and a navy sweatshirt for the colder 
weather.  
 
The ‘Spell to Excel’ scheme will continue with children generating their own spellings on a 
Monday and being tested on the Friday of the same week. Please support your child to 
practise their spellings and times tables regularly throughout the week, as well as reading. 
Please also encourage your child to record each reading session in their school planner.  
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‘Learning Log’ tasks will be set via Google Classroom on a Friday and due in the following 
Wednesday. For Autumn term, there was a big focus on TTRS to get the children used to 
regularly practising at home. Now that the children are familiar with how they can progress 
and what they need to work on, there will be an expectation that TTRS is an activity they 
do at home regularly, even if it is not set as a home learning activity. They really have 
impressed me with their commitment so far! 

There are parents’ consultation evenings scheduled later in the term and details regarding 
our Anglo-Saxon trip will follow shortly. As always, if you have any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

It has been a real pleasure to get to know and teach your children so far this year; I am 
really looking forward to the year ahead. 

 

Kindest regards,  
 
Miss Branagan  
 


