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       Infant Playground Project 

Our infants are already making great use of their new ‘tangled tarantula’ play 

apparatus. The apparatus, along with their new shelter, was installed during 

the summer holidays. The school also laid 120 square metres of artificial turf 

that was kindly donated last year by Harvesters Football Club and delivered by 

HTC free of charge.  This has made a significant difference to the ‘all -weather 

area’ that will now be available to the infants as we move through autumn 

and ultimately on into the winter months. 

A big thank you must go to FOSS, who contributed £12,000 to support the 

development of our infant playground. 

We are also pleased to confirm that every class in the school will enjoy a    

skipping workshop on Monday 10th October. Skipping is of course a fantastic 

play activity for all ages. We had originally booked a whole school skipping 

workshop back in March 2020 but it was unfortunately cancelled due to the 

Covid outbreak. We are delighted that, despite the long wait, we can now offer  

this opportunity to all of our children. 
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Congratulations to Annabel 

Congratulations must go to Annabel  (Year 5) who won the Girl Player 
of the Year award at her football club at the end of last season.         
Annabel has enjoyed playing from a young age and loves going to 
NXT-UP academy with her friends. She also enjoyed playing at the 
Watford FC summer sessions and was a member of our Skyswood ’B’ 
team, who played so well at the St Albans Schools’ 6-a-side            
tournament last July. Like many of our girls, I’m sure that Annabel has 
been inspired by the performances and success of the England      
women’s team in the European Championships. Well done Annabel, 
let’s hope the new season brings you even more success! 

School Council 

Congratulations to all of the children who put themselves        for-
ward in our School Council elections earlier this term. The represent-
atives on the School Council for 2022/23 are:  

Year 1 –  Casima & Oliver  

Year 2 –  Max B & Vivi B  

Year 3 –  Eva & Rex  

Year 4 –  Catherine & William P  

Year 5 –  Bella & Joshua  

Year 6 –  Alisa, Charlie, Eleanor P, Robbie & Thomas  

Headteacher ’s nomination – Maxwell R -W (Year 4) 

 

Football Updates 

The football season has got off to an exciting start, 

with our ‘A’ team drawing 0-0 in an excellent friendly 

match against a girls District team. They also put in a 

spirited performance against a strong St Alban City 

School team in the cup. The match went to extra time, 

with Alban City School  eventually winning by two 

goals to nil. 

Our ‘B’ team were impressive in their 3-0 win against 

their District girls opponents. Meanwhile, our own 

girls team got off to a fantastic start, winning 5-1 

against Alban City School. Ava and Mia scored two 

goals apiece and Georgia scored her first goal for the 

school. Our girls ‘B’ team also played well in their       

0-0 draw with Alban City ‘B’. 



 

Page 3 S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 2  

Author of the Term (Juniors)- Onjali Q. Rauf 

The Junior Author of the Term for this term will be 

Onjali Q.Rauf, an award winning and best selling 

children’s author. Her books are especially noted 

for helping the children of today understand and 

deal with a range of issues in a narrative that they 

can relate to in an engaging way. Her debut 

book, The Boy at the Back of the Class, was met 

with critical acclaim , winning the 2019 Blue Peter 

Book Award and Waterstones Children’s Book 

Prize. Her other titles include The Star Outside My 

Window, The Night Bus Hero, and a followup 

to The Boy at the Back of the Class, called The 

Day We Met the Queen.  

In ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class,’ one of the 

characters (Alexa), offers Ahmet, a gift of a       

pomegranate. Alexa had found out that            

pomegranates were popular in Syria and Ahmet 

was a Syrian refugee. This has inspired our KS2 

writing competition; To write a short story entitled 

‘The Gift’ (No more than 500 words).  

There will be an artistic competition to design a 

poster for World Refugee Day. Some examples of 

posters are shown below: 

Short Story Competition—’The Gift.’ 

Think of a really special gift. Can you bring this 

gift ‘to life’ through your descriptive language 

in your short story? 

Consider your characters: 

Who is the gift for? Who receives the gift? 

Why is the gift being given? 

Why is the gift special? 

The story should be a maximum of 500 words. 

World Refugee Day Poster Competition 

Use a simple, striking colour scheme (see how 

each poster below uses just two or three key 

colours) 

Centralise the text. 

Make sure that your design dominates the    

centre of the poster. Use the space effectively, 

don’t make your design too small. 
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The Midnight Fox 

Year 5 have been reading The Midnight Fox and have used the story as the stimulus to create their 

own poetry. Their focus was on the use of descriptive language, simile and metaphor. Here are a      

couple of fabulous examples; 

The Midnight Fox 

Movement as agile as a cat, 

A soul glowing with curiosity, 

When she slinks through the shadows she’s 

practically invisible, 

The dark black fur on her tail lights up into a 

plume of white, 

Amber eyes twinkling with knowledge, 

All-hearing ears constantly twitching and    

turning, 

A whimsical and magical creature casting her 

spell on the forest. 

 

Fergus 

The Midnight Fox 

She bounds through the trees with great cat-

like ease, 

Her white-tipped plume struggling to keep up, 

Her amber eyes glow with a mixture of        

fondness and caring, 

A sight which makes you want to cry. 

 

Black legs are shining like silk, 

Reflecting the setting sun, 

She looks past with satisfaction, 

Her mind is a never-ending hole of vigilance… 

Noticing everything. 

 

She casts her spell upon the forest, 

Watching like a hawk, 

Her ears twitch rapidly. 

Quiet. 

 

Naomi 



 

Year 6 Battle of Britain Project 

Our Year 6 history unit this term focused on the Battle of Britain 

and the children have produced a stunning display of the     

London skyline, with the central feature of St Paul’s Cathedral 

during a bombing raid. The question ‘What might have         

happened if Britain had lost the battle?’ is hard to speculate, 

although the children will be learning about life in occupied 

France to give them some insights into how things might have 

been had Germany won the battle of the skies. 

Year 4 Dragon Poetry 

Our Year 4 children have written some fabulous poetry , inspired by Brian Patten’s poem entitled ‘A Small 

Dragon.’ Here are a couple of beautiful examples: 

Baby Dragon 

I found a baby dragon lurking in a cave, 

Think it must be lost, 

Since a single tear rolls down his cheeks, 

Looking up at me, he gives me a reassuring smile. 

 

I fed him wet, slippery fish, 

And brown roasted mushrooms, 

It savoured every bit 

Soon it started gaining more energy. 

 

It swooped around gathering twigs, 

Then made a nest, like a beaver’s but larger, 

Soon it stuffed grass in its nest, 

He walked in, then heavily slumped down. 

 

He stared at me, 

Then did a gentle yawn, 

He then fell asleep, 

My job here is done I thought as I drifted into everlasting dreams. 

 

Connor 

Dragon 

I found a huge dragon circling a volcano, 

Think it had been separated from its family 

As smoke was bursting 

Out of its nostrils. 

 

I fed it berries as red as lava from a volcano, 

Flesh from a fire-breathing dragon, 

And watched him as he devoured it 

As fast as lightning. 

 

It gathered sticks and twigs to make a nest, 

Not like a bird’s, but larger, 

It decorated it  with rocks from 

A scorching hot volcano. 

 

He stared at me with a small smile, 

And with that 

He swiftly flew 

Away. 

 

Christian 
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Infant Author of the Term– Dav Pilkey 

Our infant Author of the Term is Dav Pilkey, 

known foir the Captain Underpants series , which 

is extremely popular with our infant children. 

There will be two competitions running; the first is 

for the children to create their own superhero. 

The children should name their superhero and 

describe their superhero’s special powers. We 

would suggest a short description of no more 

than 100 words, along with an illustration of their 

superhero using a media of their choice (eg pencil 

drawing, painting, colouring pencils, felt tips). 

 

The second competition is to design their own 

pair of underpants, using any of the four template 

shapes as below. The children can get a template 

from their class teacher and should make their 

design colourful  and fun. Children may choose to 

use pattern within their design and might like to 

look at a few fun examples before thinking about 

their own design.  

The competition deadline is Monday 21st         

November. Please make sure that you put your 

name and class on the back of your design,. 

Create your  own Superhero! 

Design your own Underpants! 
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Things we most need: 

Baked beans, pasta ,rice, tinned rice pudding, tinned custard, tinned peas, tinned sweetcorn, 

tinned soups, tinned meats, tinned fish ,tinned tomatoes, biscuits cereals (not oats - we have 

plenty!) long life fruit juice, long life milk cooking sauces, cooking oil (1 litre max),  noodles, 

jam/spreads, toilet rolls shower gel/shampoo, laundry powder/tabs, nappies sizes 5 and up-

wards, tea/coffee . 

Harvest Festival 

We will be holding a special Harvest Festival assembly on 

Thursday  20th October and have agreed to support the           

St Albans & District Foodbank Appeal, where non-perishable 

food is donated through schools, churches, local businesses 

and individuals. Our collection will open from Monday 3rd Oc-

tober and all donations will be much appreciated. The         

recommended list of most needed items is set out below. 

Please do not send in any fresh food/perishable items . 

Crucial Crew Visit 

Year 6 enjoyed their visit to Crucial Crew yesterday to 

learn about safety. The children learnt about road     

safety, fire safety, electrical safety, drugs and substanc-

es, online safety, alcohol, open water swimming, knife 

crime, resuscitation and mental health. The children 

engaged superbly throughout the morning and were an 

absolute credit to the school. 

Congratulations to Georgia 

Congratulations to Georgia (Year 6) for her excellent efforts 

with horse-riding. Her certificate and trophy was for a pony 

care competition (where they got into the national finals!) 

The 1st place rosette was for a dressage test, the 2nd was 

for pony-plait and pamper, the 4th and 5th was for a      

competition involving dressage and jumping. Georgia often 

rides Poppy but the dressage and jumping competition was 

on Ruby. 
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Nursery Sports Day 

Our Nursery children enjoyed their Sports Day on the morning of Tuesday 12th July,             

demonstrating their excellent balance on the bench trail as well as through the ‘tennis ball and 

spoon races. The children were also able to show their parents some fantastic hop scotch skills 

and football skills before competing in some fun races, including sprints and the obstacle course. 

The obstacle course involved going through a hoop, under a chair and around a cone, then       

repeating the exercise in reverse on their return sprint. The children all gave a fantastic effort and 

it was lovely to see so many parents and grandparents in attendance. Well done to all of our     

children in Nursery! 
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Camp Night 

Thank you to all of those who 

supported our FOSS Camp Night 

earlier this month. The event was 

a tremendous success and many 

families enjoyed a warm        

summer’s evening and a lovely, 

relaxed atmosphere.  The event 

made just over £900 for the 

school so a big thank you to     

everybody who attended, and a 

special thank you to Stuart       

Burden for his fantastic efforts in 

organising the event. 

 Musical Treat for Assembly  

A number of our children treated the rest of the school 
to a fabulous Musical assembly last week. The recorder 
group  (Lydia, Daniel, Grace, Joshua, Naomi, Olivia and 
Rory)  played Alice the Camel, St Lewis Blues and one of 
Abba’s well known hits, Money, Money, Money. The 
school sang along to Alice the Camel  and Gabriela gave 
us a wonderful accompaniment on the tambourine.. Al-
ice started the song with three healthy humps , but by 
the end of the song she had actually turned into a horse! 

 

Rose played Pure Imagination, from Willie Wonka’s  
Chocolate Factory, and then stunned the audience with a 
beautiful rendition of Vivace. Rose should be so proud at 
passing her Grade 7 piano exam with distinction whilst 
still at primary school, a truly incredible achievement! 

Zaynah played Toccata superfbly on the guitar and Sherri 
treated us to Clockwork Toy on the flute. The standard of 
musicianship was outstanding so a big well done and 
thank you to all those children who performed. 

 


