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                              Car Park Project 
As you  will have noticed, our school car park was extended and resurfaced 

last week . This project was raised as a priority on the school condition survey, 

which was carried out  prior to Skyswood joining the AAT (Alban Academy 

Trust) last February. The funding has been received through the AAT Capital 

Funding Budget  and managed through the support of the AAT. 

 

A reminder to  parents of children who attend Re-Play or after school clubs, 

our car park has limited parking space and in order to ensure the safety of our 

children and staff, we request that parents please do not use  the car park to 

drop off or pick up children art any time, including extra-curricular clubs and 

activities.  
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Year 4 Rock Stars 

 
Between Monday 14th November - Wednesday 
16th November, the children in Year Four took 
part in the England Rocks competition on Times 
Tables Rock Stars. With over 28,000 classes 
taking part across the country, Year Four did 
fantastically well to come 56th. The competition 
allowed each child a maximum play time of 60 
minutes a day to submit as many correct        
answers on the game as they could. Whilst we 
dedicated a lot of time in school to get as high 
up the leader board as we could, it is a real 
credit to the children who also spent time at 
home adding to our impressive total! As a 
school, we were  placed 29th out of 3,638       
primary schools and 1st out of all the St Albans 
schools that took part. The competition has    
significantly helped the children who took part to 
secure their knowledge of times tables facts as 
well as improve their fluency. Well done to Year 
4 and Miss Branagan for their exceptional 
achievement! 

Basketball Victory 

Our upper junior basketball team followed up their 

‘A’ v ‘B’ team friendly with an  excellent  32-26 win 

over St Adrians on Friday 18th November.  

The match was played over four quarters, with the 

Skyswood girls up against their opponents for the 

first and third quarter, and the boys playing in the 

second and final quarter. St Adrians took an early 

lead but the boys put in a fantastic second-

quarter effort to put Skyswood ahead and then 

the girls built superbly on this lead with an         

excellent third quarter that put Skyswood firmly in 

control. St Adrians fought back strongly in the final 

quarter but the boys held on to record an          

impressive victory in a highly entertaining match. 

Well done to all of the children who took part and 

a big thank you to Mr Oswin for organising the    

fixture and our teams. it was certainly a fantastic 

game to watch! 
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Year 6 Pottery Club Exhibition 

Our Year 6 Pottery Club will be holding an exhibition at 

the end of term to share the fantastic work that they 

have produced over the course of this term. The        

exhibition, entitled ‘Slips and Slabs’ will feature work 

produced using slab-building techniques, along with slip

-decorated pots and a range of pots that have been 

made through slip-casting. 

 

Local potters, Mike Hardy and Kathy Osmond,  will also 

be displaying a selection of their pottery. The display will 

be open between  5.30 p.m. and 8.00 p.m. on Thursday 

20th December. Please come along and take the       

opportunity to talk to our Year 6 pupils  and guest      

exhibitors about their work. The evening is free of 

charge and we are incredibly proud of the excellent art-

work that our children have produced. We would love 

parents , families  and neighbours to pop along, even if 

it’s just  for ten or fifteen minutes.  We’re sure you’ll be 

impressed! 

Abbey Carol Service 

Our Year 4 children represented Skyswood earlier this 

month at the St Albans Primary Schools Music            

association Abbey Carol Service. Alongside children 

from around twenty other local primary schools, the    

service opened with a wonderful rendition of ‘O Little 

Town of Bethlehem’ and key characters from the        

Nativity were introduced through The Travelling Song as 

they progressed through the service. ‘In the Darkness’ 

and ‘Starry Night’ were two of the children’s favourite 

songs, and the service closed with another traditional 

favourite; ‘O Come all Ye Faithful.’  Congratulations to all 

of the children and a special congratulations to our two 

excellent readers, James and Rose, along with our 

purse-bearer, Catherine. 
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The King Who Banned the Dark 

Our Year 4 class have produced a wonderful Book of speeches 

that is based upon Emily Haworth-booth’s book; ‘The King who 

banned the Dark.’ Here are a couple of fabulous extracts from 

their speeches; 

‘Have you ever read about the dark? It is a predator, the dark is 

evil. The monster can creep through your door at night and it can 

hide in the cracks of your walls.’ 

Shriya 

 

‘The dark is as scary as can be. Have you ever seen it lurk behind 

buildings when you’re not looking?  The dark leaps over you while 

you’re looking away.’ 

Calum 

 

‘Have you ever heard footsteps in the night? It’s the dark       

creeping up on you. The dark sneaking slowly into your closet 

waiting to pounce.’ 

Filip 

Autumn Sculptures 

Our Year 1 children have produced 

the most beautiful autumn        

sculptures out of clay as part of their 

Year 1 art project on Autumn. The 

children rolled out slabs and        

imprinted leaves, cutting carefully 

around the shapes to form the basis 

of their sculpture. They then        

modelled conkers and conker shells 

to set alongside their leaves. The 

children then chose their autumn 

palette to paint their artwork and 

really bring it to life! 



 

Year 5 Mood Boards 

Our Year 5 class have created some   

sensational mood boards based on  the 

colour families that they associate with 

different feelings. The mood boards are 

a mixture of collage and montage effects 

and are currently on display in our hall, 

along with some photography and poetry  

based on a similar theme.  

 

Feelings Poetry 

The childrens’ poetry sits beautifully 

alongside the mood boards and was 

structured through thoughtful images 

and situations relating to their chosen 

emotion, alongside a creative use of the 

senses. Here are a couple of examples 

of the wonderful poems that stand      

beside the art work. 

  

Calm 

A silent sleep, 

In my comfy bed, 

A breeze on a warm summer’s day, 

Autumn leaves falling gently to the 

ground, 

The smell of the salty sea, 

The sound of rain dropping into a river, 

The taste of freshly-baked cookies, 

Calm is a baby blue lighter  than the sky. 

 

Elodie 

Rage 

Rage is the referee giving a last-minute  penalty to the 

opposition, 

The betrayal of your closest friend, 

People blaming you when you’ve done nothing wrong, 

A flavour my tongue doesn’t welcome, 

The cry of souls in hell, 

Something I want but I can’t have, 

A raging red fire burning up an empire. 

 

Joshua 


