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Earlier this month, our Year 3 class visited Celtic Harmony in Hertford to 
support their learning about pre-history.  The class have been learning 
about the Stone, Iron and Bronze Ages, although this specific trip focused 
on the Stone Age.  

The children learned how to make fires, build dens, and hunt and gather 
for food.  They then learned to cook the food that they had hunted and 
gathered, how to knap flint and even how to tackle the challenge of 
hunting down a woolly mammoth.  The class, quite appropriately,       
rounded the day off with a story in the roundhouse! 

A big thank you to Mrs Lewis and her amazing Year 3 team for organising 
the trip. Our children were commended for their fantastic behaviour, 
thirst for learning and excellent knowledge of Stone Age history… so a big 
congratulations should go to all of our children in Year 3! 
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Anglo Saxon Day 

Year 4 enjoyed a special ‘Anglo-Saxon Day’ earlier this month, during which they made Anglo-

Saxon honey cakes,  Anglo-Saxon brooches and went on an Anglo-Saxon hunt! The class were split 

into eight groups for the cookery and, although they didn’t go as far as cooking their honey cakes 

on an open fire, the children followed the recipe with great precision. Their verdict on the cakes 

was mixed, but they certainly provided a filling pre-hunting snack! 

The brooches, which would have been cast in metal, were made using clay. The children looking 

carefully at the style and designs that were popular in Anglo-Saxon times, before creating their 

own brooches through using embossing and ‘relief’ techniques. 

The hunting proved quite a challenge, but every child gave it their best shot (quite literally). The 

activity was turned into a house challenge and thanks must go to Daniel for his excellent efforts in 

producing  boar, pheasant, grouse, rabbits and a whole host of animals that would have been 

hunted in Anglo-Saxon times.  A big congratulations must go to Fergus and Daniel, who helped Mr 

Bridle and Miss Branagan to plan the day.  Fergus even came in brandishing his home-made      

Anglo-Saxon style axe! (Appropriate risk assessments were made!)  

All of the children enjoyed a fabulous day, as evident from the collection of pictures below: 
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School Receive Locality Grant to Support Development of Religious Education 

We are delighted to inform you that the school have received a Locality Grant of £750 to spend on books 

and resources to support the development of our R.E. curriculum. This is an area that we are currently 

working on, using the Herts for Learning R.E. Syllabus as our framework for future development. The 

grant will enable the school to purchase an exciting range of books that will enrich our learning of the six 

major world faiths; Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism and Buddhism. Many thanks to our 

local counsellor, Mr John Hale, for his support with our grant application for our curriculum development 

project. 

Year 1 Trip to St Albans Cathedral 

On 4th February, Year 1 went on a school trip to St. 

Albans Cathedral. First, we got on a big, yellow coach. 

Just as we were getting on the coach, it started to 

snow! Then, we got to the Cathedral and we met 

Claire and Rachel who took us to a room upstairs. 

Next, we learnt all about life in Verulamium during the 

Roman times and we learnt about Roman mosaics. 

After this, we got to create our own beautiful mosaics 

and we have put them on display in our classroom. 

Then, we had lunch. Yummy! After lunch, we learnt 

about Roman soldiers and some of us got to try on 

some of the Roman armour. Next, we split into two 

groups and we acted out the story of Saint Alban. We 

were all given a part in the story, it was so much fun. 

Then, it was time to leave so we got back on the big, 

yellow coach and went back to school. It was the best 

school trip, we had so much fun!  
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Jackson Pollock Study—Year 1 

Our Year 1 pupils have enjoyed experimenting with paint as part of their splashes, squiggles and 

splats art project. Within the project, the children have been looking at the work of Jackson Pollock. 

The class then coloured their own canvases, using a Jackson Pollock style of squiggles, splashes, 

splats and swirls. We are thrilled with their collection of paintings, which are proudly on display in 

the year 1 classroom. 

Aboriginal Art in Reception 

Our reception children have produced some amazing pictures of animals using ‘Aboriginal art’ as 

their inspiration. The children applied the ‘dotted colours’ using cotton buds. 
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Year 4 Oil Pastel Crumple Pictures 

Our Year 4 children have been studying ‘folds and crumples’ in this term’s art unit. They have used 

observational drawing, painting, clay and pastels to explore the theme in great depth. The oil pastel 

patterns below have used a ‘crumple’ effect to add texture to the design. Each pattern was           

designed and coloured with oil pastels before being crumpled up and then opened out and ironed 

to create the textured effects that you can see in the examples below; 
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Andy Griffiths Impressed with our 

Treehouse Designs 

Author Andy Griffiths was so impressed by the 13-Storey 

Treehouse designs from last term’s Author of the Term 

competition that he’s sent many of our children          

personalised cartoons based on their designs. Well done 

to all of our children who entered the competition and a 

big “Thank you” to Andy Griffiths. Who knows, perhaps 

he’ll use one or two of the ideas in his next book! 

Indoor Athletics Success! 

The school’s indoor athletics squad performed superbly 

at the St Albans & Harpenden Schools Indoor Athletics 

Tournament last week, winning the Girls’ Trophy and 

claiming the runners-up spot with the boys. This secured 

an overall second place for the school. 

All of the children competed superbly and several of the 

races were extremely close. The highlight was certainly 

the final girls’ 4 x 100 metre relay, which the Skyswood 

girls needed to win in order to secure victory. Rose, Isla, 

Carmel and Chloe were outstanding, and with great      

determination and smooth changeovers, the relay team 

sprinted to victory! The girls will now go forward to       

represent the district in the Herts County                  

championships. 

Congratulations to all of the children on their fantastic 

efforts, and a big thank you to Mr Oswin for organising 

and supervising our teams for the event. 


