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Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I would like to begin by wishing you all a Happy New Year; let’s hope 2022 sees life 
returning to somewhere closer to normality. I was blown away by your generosity at the 
end of the Autumn Term, I felt completely and utterly spoilt – thank you so much!   
 
We have begun the term looking at measurement in our Maths lessons. The children have 
been enjoying lots of practical investigations to develop their skills. We will soon be 
moving on to handling data, exploring perimeter, and investigating shape. In English, we 
are studying ‘Ancient Roman Myths’, the children have written some excellent pieces 
using rich language and vivid descriptions.   
 
I am very excited for our history topic this term, Anglo-Saxons, and Vikings. Each week, 
we will be travelling back in time to find out about these invaders, the way they lived and 
the impact they had on Britain. During the second half of the term, we will be going on 
our first trip to West Stow Anglo-Saxon Village where the children will be able to explore 
experimental reconstructions of buildings, handle replica objects and study finds from the 
site. This will really develop their investigative skills and encourage them to draw their 
own conclusions.  
 
In Science, we are learning about ‘Electricity’ and ‘Sound’. We have already had lots of 
fun constructing circuits to make a bulb light up! ‘Repetition in Shapes’ is this term’s IT 
topic; the children will be creating programs by planning, modifying, and testing 
commands to create shapes and patterns. French will continue on Wednesdays with Mrs 
Cheshire; the children are learning about ‘School Subjects’ and ‘Weather’. As before, the 
children have Mrs Salway for Music on a Thursday. In Art with Mr Bridle, the children are 
looking at ‘Folds and Crumples’ using a variety of materials. It is so lovely to see how 
much they enjoy these lessons!  
 
It is the final swimming lesson today, the children have done brilliantly; it is lovely to see 
them making progress and enjoying themselves. After this, an additional PE session will 
take its place instead; please make sure the children have their kits for Wednesdays and 
Fridays.  Most of our lessons will take place outside (weather permitting). You may like to 
ensure your child has navy jogging bottoms and a navy sweatshirt for the colder 
weather.  
 
The ‘Spell to Excel’ scheme will continue with children generating their own spellings on 
a Monday and being tested on the Friday of the same week. Please support your child to 
practise their spellings and times tables regularly throughout the week, as well as 
reading. Please also encourage your child to record each reading session in their school 
planner.  
 
‘Learning Log’ tasks will be set via Google Classroom on a Friday and due in the 
following Wednesday. Due to the Year Four multiplication check, most weeks the 
compulsory Maths activity will be to regularly practise on TTRS, it is amazing to see the 
progress the children have made already. Playing little and often really does make a 
difference.  
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As always, any parental help is greatly appreciated. Thank you to those who have offered 
their time since September for maths cards. Thank you also to those who have helped 
with walking to and from swimming. If anyone is able to spare any time at the beginning 
or the end of the day to hear the children read, this would be welcomed. 
 
There are parents’ consultation evenings scheduled later in the term and details 
regarding our Anglo-Saxon trip will follow shortly. As always, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
I have really enjoyed my first term at Skyswood and really do appreciate being made to 
feel so welcome by staff, children and families; thank you so much.  
 
 
Kindest regards,  
 
Miss Branagan  
 


