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Dear Year 4 Parents/Carers, 

 

I hope that you and your family have had a lovely and relaxing summer break and that your child is enjoying the start of 

the new school year. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome your child to Year 4 and thank them for welcoming 

me so warmly to the school. I feel very lucky to be their teacher; they are a delightful class. I am very much looking 

forward to working with your children this year. This letter should hopefully clarify some of your questions about the 

curriculum we are covering and class routines. 

 

We will begin our English lessons with a poetry unit based upon the poem ‘Overheard on a Saltmarsh’ by Harold Monro. 

This will be followed by a narrative unit based on Joe Stanton’s story ‘Arthur and the Golden Rope’. Throughout the year 

there will be a focus on building imagery and vocabulary to enhance the children’s writing. We will also be enjoying 

Guided Reading sessions regularly – reading for pleasure is the key to opening whole new worlds and possibilities and 

inspiring young minds.  

 

In Maths, we will be building upon the children’s prior learning in Year 3. Investigation and problem-solving strategies will 

be at the core of the learning to help with developing their understanding of numbers, shapes, measurements, and data. 

The Year 4 statutory times tables tests will take place in the summer term - securing multiplication of times tables up to 

12 x 12 will be an important focus every week.  

 

The Spell to Excel scheme that the children are already familiar with will continue. Each Monday spellings will be written 

in their homework diary and tested on the Friday. Please do help your children check their words and support them with 

their spelling practice. Encouraging your child to read regularly for pleasure at home is invaluable in aiding their 

understanding of spelling as it exposes them to a much wider vocabulary.   

 

We will be examining the properties of solids, liquids and gases in our ‘States of Matter’ topic in Science this term. 

Through a range of investigations, children will compare and group materials, observe how materials change state when 

they are heated or cooled and identify the parts evaporation and condensation play in the water cycle. 

 

Our first topic for Geography is Europe. We will begin by locating the continent on a map as well as the countries within 

it, and then we will explore the physical and human geography. Of course, this topic would not be complete without 

some food tasting! French will take place on a Wednesday morning with Mrs Cheshire. These sessions will provide a 

helpful link to our topic about Europe. 

 

This term, Year 4 will continue their recorder programme with Mrs Salway. The children will need their recorders and 

folders on both Wednesdays (for small group sessions) and Thursdays (for whole class lessons). This term they will 

start learning about reading music notation on the stave - for each new note that they learn they will now cover how to 

read it from music notation. Mrs Salway is looking forward to continuing recorders with Year 4!  

 



 

 

On Wednesday afternoons, the children will be swimming at Sandringham school beginning on the 22nd September, so 

please ensure that your child has everything they need. Sandringham has a strict policy on wearing swimming hats in 

the pool – without one they will not be allowed to swim. Year 4 are timetabled to have their PE lesson on a Friday, it 

would be helpful for children to have their PE kits in school all week in case an extra PE lesson is arranged. All kit 

should be clearly named before being brought into school to minimise lost property and please ensure that they have 

appropriate clothing and footwear in preparation for colder weather now that we are in the autumn term.  

 

Support from parent helpers is always greatly appreciated at Skyswood, especially help with times tables, hearing the 

children read and checking library books in and out. Another great help is assisting on a Wednesday afternoon to walk 

to and from the swimming pool with us; we leave the school promptly at 1:10pm and return by 2:30pm. If you are able 

and happy to help, please do let me know as soon as possible.  

 

We are very lucky to have the wonderful Mrs Anderson supporting Year 4 this year. We both hope that your child has a 

very happy year in Year 4 and would like to thank you for all your help and support in advance. There is a Parents’ 

Evening later in the term but please do not hesitate to contact me at any time if you have any questions or concerns.  

 

Finally, thank you again to your marvellous children – we are so excited for the year ahead. 

 

Kindest regards, 

Miss Lucy Branagan and Mrs Ursula Anderson 

 

 


