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School Council Elected 

We are proud to announce the School Council for 2021/22 following the class 

elections earlier this month. Last year’s School Council were fantastic, despite 

having to meet as class ‘pairs’ or small groups due to the Covid restrictions. 

The School Council were still instrumental in helping us to shape some      

special events, such as the Reds for Veds Day and creative initiatives, such as 

the review of our house system and the change from Balmoral, Buckingham, 

Sandringham and Windsor to Dolphin, Falcon, Lion and Wolf. 

Pupil voice is  given a high profile at Skyswood and we operate a system to 

ensure that ALL children have the opportunity to present ideas and initiatives 

within their classes that can be taken forward to School Council by the class 

reps. Well done to all of the children who put themselves forward for the     

elections and congratulations to the children who will now go forward to      

represent their classes; 

 

Year 1  Ada & Hugo   Year 2   Hugo & Pippa 

Year 3  Declan & Rose Year 4   Elliott & Grace 

Year 5  Reuben & Claire Year 6  Hannah P, Sherri, Lorcan & Josh 

Headteacher’s Nominations: Nicholas & Kayra. 
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Positive Start to the Football Season! 

It’s been a busy start to the football season, with a 

number of friendly matches, including ‘B’ team and 

Year 4 matches. 

Skyswood enjoyed two hard fought friendly      

matches against Wheatfields and the Girls District 

team. The Wheatfields match was end-to-end. After 

our neighbours had taken an early lead, Ben     

equalised from the penalty spot as Skyswood      

defended solidly and looked dangerous on the 

break. Wheatfields regained the lead but Skyswood 

fought back once again and this time equalised 

through Samuel to earn a much deserved 2-2 draw. 

Their match against the Girls District team was 

equally exciting, with Skyswood winning by two 

goals to one. The ‘B’ team also enjoyed a friendly 

match with the Girls District team. This ended in a 

3-3 draw thanks to two goals from Rory and one 

from Gian. The school team also performed well 

against Garden Fields in the St Albans City Cup,   

taking an early lead with a beautifully improvised 

back flick from Alastair. On several occasions the 

team came close to doubling the lead, before     

Garden Fields equalised with a well taken goal and 

then scored twice in the second half despite 

Skyswood having the lion’s share of possession. 

Year 4 tournament enjoyed an excellent              

tournament at Westminster Lodge against              

St Columbas and Wheatfields. The three teams 

were evenly matched and our Year 4 team were 

unlucky to lose 3-2 to Wheatfields before defeating 

St Columbas 3-1. Gian and Joshua scored against 

Wheatfields. Gian then scored twice against          

St Columbas, with Ky scoring his first Skyswood 

goal to seal the victory. 

Cross Country Success 

Our school Cross Country team took part in 

the first cross country meet of the year earlier 

in the month. Alastair came second in the 

boys race, with Lilia finishing 5th in the girls’ 

race, and Frida and Hannah both finishing in 

the top twenty. Well done to all of the children 

who represented the school, we are extremely 

proud of you! 
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Outdoor Adventurous Activities 

As part of our P.E. curriculum development, we are 

looking to develop the Outdoor Adventurous         

Activities  element of the KS2 curriculum. This is 

partially covered through activities that are carried 

out during special visits, such as team building    

activities at Hudnall Park and kayaking, rock-

climbing and paddle boarding  on the Year 6 trip to 

Snowdonia. 

The areas that we wish to develop include den 

building in the lower juniors and Camp Craft in Year 

6. If any families have old tents or camping       

equipment that they no longer use, Mr Oswin would 

welcome any donations. The Camp Craft unit isn’t 

until the summer term but we’d like to be ahead of 

the game and see what we can put together to    

support this unit of learning. The children will learn 

how to put tents up, along with engaging in some 

forest schools activities. 

The den building will enable us to expand our     

resources in our ‘stick area.’ If any families know of 

any sources where we can get some large         

thorn-free branches, or have any old tarpaulin or 

materials suitable for den building, please let us 

know. 

Pen Pal Project 

Our Key Stage 2 Pen Pal Project, linked to local       

churches and care homes, has been very           

successful throughout the past year, with 

around 50 children taking part. As you would 

expect, there have been varying  degrees of reg-

ularity between pen-pal partners, but some won-

derful pen-pal partnerships have been estab-

lished. We will be re-launching this scheme to 

set up some new partnerships and hope to ex-

pand upon the success that we have already 
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Year 3 Handwriting 

Our Year 3 class have started the year with a special 

focus on their handwriting and the presentation of 

their learning. This has been consolidated through 

some of their Learning Log activities, such as selecting 

a favourite poem and writing it out in their neatest 

joined handwriting. These two examples are Filip’s ‘My 

Fish can Ride a Bicycle, and Shraddha’s Protest about 

Cabbage. 

Year 5– Contrast, Shadow and Depth 

Our Year 5 class have looked at ways of creating the illusion of three 

dimensions within their drawings. Using sketching pencils, and focusing 

on solid shapes, the children looked at how they could use shade and 

contrast to create a feeling of depth. These wonderful examples have 

been taken from the Art Log Books of Hannah, Claire, Thomas, Georgia 

and Jessica.  
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Year 2 Story Writing 

Year 2 have been thinking carefully about their choices of adjectives when writing their stories. Can 

you choose some of your favourite adjectives from these two extracts, from Eva and Kitty. 

The Mystery of the  Kogmire 

Me and my twin brother saw something in the         

distance. It was gigantic. It was a clever and 

noisy Kogmire. It had sharp, yellow and stripy 

horns. We captured the ticklish, fantastic    

Kogmire with a long, rough rope and took him 

home in an amazing, comfy living room.  

 

Eva 

The Magical Dogocorn 

A month ago, on a hot suimmer’s day, me and 

my sister went to the sparkling deep blue sea. 

We were supposed to go to school but we 

went fishing instead. So we went to the sea 

and started fishing, but we had no luck. But 

then we caught something even better. We 

found a pretty rainbow Dogocorn. 

Kitty 

 
 

 

Year R Collage Faces 

Our children in reception have been finding out about ‘ourselves’ and have created some 

wonderful collage faces. These three portraits were made by Zoe, Imogen and Marley. 
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Author of the Term Competition—Andy Griffiths 

Andy Griffiths 
 

Andy Griffiths is the author of the Thirteen     

Storey Tree House, illustrated by Terry Denton.  

 

The 13-story treehouse has a bowling alley, a 

see-through swimming pool, a tank full of     

man-eating sharks, a secret underground       

laboratory, a vegetable vaporizer and a     

marshmallow machine that shoots            

marshmallows into your mouths when it sees 

that you are hungry.  

 

The book has been followed up with many     

sequels, with an ever increasing number of 

rooms. The latest book, The One Hundred and 

Forty-Three Storey Tree House, is due out this 

October. 

 

We have a 2D and a 3D competition challenge 

for you for Author of the Term. The 2D           

competition is to create a picture of a room that 

could be used in one of Terry Griffiths books. 

The author has some crazy and imaginative    

ideas for things that you might find in a room, 

so let your imaginations go wild! 

 

 

3D Competition– Room in as Shoe Box 
 

Create a ‘room in a shoe box’ that would be 

great for a Terry Griffiths book. Your room can 

include whatever you want and be made from 

any materials you choose. Think about what 

will go into your room and the materials that 

Create a picture of a Tree House Room 

 
The 2D picture competition can use any       

materials that you choose. It could be a       

collage, it could be a painting. You could use 

pastels, crayons, gel pens, colouring pencils, 

or it could just be a pencil sketch. Make your 

picture as interesting and imaginative as     

possible. 
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Cressida Cowell 

Create a Dragon Competition 

Cressida Cowell is probably best known for her book ‘How to Train 

your Dragon.’ She actually wrote several books based on dragons. 

For example; How to Break a Dragon’s Heart, How to Steal a Drag-

on’s Sword, How to Seize a Dragon’s Jewel, How to Fight a Drag-

on’s Fury and How to Twist a Dragon’s Tale. Our artistic challenge 

is to create your own dragon. This could be a painting, a collage, a 

model, or even a puppet. You might use junk materials to make 

your      dragon, or it could simply be a beautiful drawing. 

Use your imagination and remember to give your dragon a name. 

We are looking for originality. It’s a good idea to look at lots of 

dragon pictures or books to give you some ideas, but make sure 

that you then create your very own dragon. How can you make 

your dragon a little different from everybody else’s? How might 

your picture or model give clues about your dragon’s character? Is 

it a friendly dragon? A scary dragon? A playful dragon? A clumsy 

dragon? A forgetful dragon? A dragon genius? If your picture gives 

us some clues about the character that would be fantastic! 

 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Author of the Term Competitions—Cressida Cowell 

 

Using the ‘How to Train your Dragon’ idea, write a story 

of around 500 words for training a different fantasy 

creature or character. For example… 

How to train Your Giant 

How to train your Wizard, 

How to train your Pixie, 

How to train your Tooth Fairy 

How to train your Mermaid 

How to train your Troll 

STORY WRITING COMPETITION 
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Young Saints Ambassadors 

Our local football club, St Albans City F.C. are 

working closely to develop close partnerships 

with primary schools in the area and each      

primary school has been invited to nominate 

two Young Saints Ambassadors to promote 

stronger links between schools and club. 

 

We have nominated Xander and Lorcan, who 

will be presenting a short assembly next week 

to launch this year’s Young Saints initiative. In 

previous years there has been a charge for 

membership, but this year St Albans City F.C. 

are offering free memberships to ALL primary 

aged children in St Albans. 

 

Benefits include significant discounts on match 

tickets for up to six league games per year. If a 

parent or grandparent wants to take one of our 

pupils to a match then they can purchase     

tickets for £10 adult with child admitted free. 

 

Our ambassadors will distribute flyers to any 

children who are interested. The flyer has a QR 

code on the front that, when scanned by            

i-phone, enables you to register for             

membership and discounted tickets. There is 

also a QR code on the back of the flyer that is a 

direct link to team information and match      

highlights. 

 

St Albans City’s next home league match is 

against Dulwich Hamlet. Not many people know 

this, but this fixture has a special history        

attached to it. St Albans City hold an F.A. Cup 

record (arguably an unenvious one) for the play-

er who scored the most goals in an F.A. Cup 

match but still ended up on the losing team!  

99 years ago, in 1922, the St Albans City       

forward, Billy Minter, scored SEVEN goals in an 

F.A. Cup tie against Dulwich Hamlet… but      

Dulwich Hamlet won the match 8-7. Can’t    

guarantee they’ll be as many goals on the 

 

 

Our Young Saints Ambassadors, Lorcan and   

Xander. As part of their induction they have been 

invited to a special training session run by some 

of the St Albans City players at Clarence Park on 

Tuesday 12th October. 


