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House Shields Arrive at Skyswood 

Our House Shield competition winners were delighted to see their designs 

professionally etched into our four new house shields, which arrived at the 

start of term.  Dolphin, Falcon, Lion and Wolf have replaced Balmoral,       

Buckingham, Sandringham and Windsor as our ‘new’ houses.  The shields will  

be used at special events, such as our School Sports Day and  Skyswood 

House Day.  A big thank you to FOSS for funding the production of the shields. 
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Year 5 Maths Challenge 

Four of our Year 5 pupils were proud to represent 

Skyswood in the Herts Maths Challenge competition 

(which was organised remotely this year). Sherri, 

Zaynah, Carmel and Chloe tackled rounds on         

arithmetic, visual estimation, mathematical memory 

and mental maths. The memory round was taken the 

day before, where two of the team were given 30   

seconds to observe a complex picture with shapes 

and annotations. The team worked brilliantly togeth-

er, using each other’s strengths and working            

co-operatively to address questions and challenges. A 

special mention must also be given to Ben, who was  

ready to deputise in the potential absence of a team 

member, which wasn’t necessary in the end.  Twenty 

teams will be invited forward to the final of the      

competition in May, the team should find out if they 

have made the final by the end of this month. Over 

500 teams entered so it will be a tough challenge. 

The team scored 147 points and the average score is 

127, so they did really well (but haven’t yet received 

confirmation as to whether this score will be high 

enough to secure a place in the final.)  

Terry the Tenacious Tiger 

Well done to all of our children who entered the Tenacity 

Young Enterprise ‘Terry the Tenacious Tiger’ competition. 

The competition involved writing a short story (of up to 

500 words) about ‘an adventure to cheer Terry up’. The 

authors N.S. Blackman and Camilla Chester are on the 

judges panel, so the stories will all be read and judged by 

two professional authors. 

Tenacity are a team of sixth formers at Sandringham who 

have set up their group to specifically engage with local 

primary schools. Their Young Enterprise Project is a little 

bit like the Junior Apprentice, where projects are set up 

that have the potential to be successful and sustainable. 

All of the children who entered will receive a special certif-

icate and winners should be announced at the start of 

May. 

If you would like to find out more about the Young Enter-

prise Project, and Tenacity resources that target primary 

aged children, then please visit their website at https://

tenacity-store.webflow.io/   
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New Posts in Playground 

Our junior playground has seen an upgrade in 

netball and basketball posts at the start of our 

summer term. The new posts have been       

permanently installed, ensuring maximum 

safety and a definite aesthetic improvement 

on the previous posts (which needed to be   

appropriately weighed down at  the base). I’m 

sure they’ll see lots of action and we look      

forward to the re-instatement of inter-school 

netball fixtures, along with our regular summer 

term netball club. 

Thank You for the Newspaper! 

Many thanks to all of the children and families who 

brought in old newspapers and cardboard to support 

our prop-making venture linked to the Year 6              

production of the Lion King. We are already in the     

process  of creating giraffes, zebras, antelopes, birds 

and possibly even a large elephant to support the    

opening number, Circle of Life, where Rafiki calls upon 

the animals to celebrate the birth of Simba! 

 

Welcome to Miss McCarthy! 

We would like to say a big ‘welcome’ to Miss 

McCarthy, who has joined our staff as a Learning 

Support Assistant and is already  enjoying her first 

term at Skyswood. We would also like to congratu-

late  Mrs Wildman on her appointment as our 

Year 2 Teaching Assistant, and to thank Mrs 

Devaney, who left Skyswood  at Easter after  work-

ing within our support staff team for the past year. 
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Reception spot the signs of spring! 
Our Reception class have produced some fantastic artwork linked to their learning about the signs of 

spring. This includes their fantastic circular seed mandalas, along with some fabulous spring lambs 

and  beautiful tissue-paper blossom. Their artwork adds some additional colour to the classroom and 

really gives us the feeling of spring! Here are some lovely examples of the mandalas, lambs and      

blossom; 
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The hall stank. There was a rotten carpet smothering the floor, 

and the walls had peeling wallpaper that was indistinguishable 

from the planks that supported the ancient ceiling. She thought 

about how the last mayor had died. ‘Mysterious circumstances.’ 

She turned her head left and saw a doorway that led to a sort of 

living room. The old, moth-eaten sofas had sunken into the 

cracked floorboards and a collapsed coffee table was in the     

centre of the room.                                              Emma 

An old train carriage nestling in deep earth.; Thick masses 

of moss clinging on to the top, splayed across the sides . 

Graffiti scribbled in neon spray on the windows and plaster 

peeling on the back.                                              Hina 

She sat down on the old mattress as dust puffed up into the cold 

air.  Katie coughed and gagged at the stench of the place. She 

searched for a bowl in case she was sick and ended up grabbing 

an old note book filled with sketches and doodles. She was only 

able to find one entry, dated 1956. Lukova, Czech Republic. It 

read…                                                                                     Willow 

Suddenly the lights dimmed and the temperature dropped. 

Erin heard a clunk from behind the wall. Just a pipe she as-

sured herself. This place must be falling apart anyway. The 

wall creaked again, this time from behind the portrait. Erin 

put her hand on it to steady herself and that was  when it 

happened.                                                               Tabitha 

Spooky Stories– Setting the Scene 

Our Year 6 children have been writing spooky stories and thinking very carefully about the key        

features of this particular genre. Their writing has explored ways of building up suspense and         

focused on the importance of descriptively setting the scene. Here are a few extracts to give you a 

taste of their outstanding writing! 


