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Lockdown Learning– We’re so Proud of you all! 

When all primary schools found out, at such short notice, that our children 

would not be returning to school after the Christmas holidays, we were       

devastated.  The safety and well-being of our children and families is of 

course the most important factor but we also understand how difficult this 

news must have been for our families. We would like to thank everybody for 

their amazing  support  throughout this period of time. We feel that our      

wonderful school community has been as positive as possible given the      

circumstances and we are incredibly proud of the level of engagement  that 

our children have shown with their remote learning. The children of our key 

workers have also been fantastic and we are making every effort to make 

school feel as normal as possible for those children who have been placed in 

key worker bubbles.  

I would also like to thank our staff for their exceptional efforts throughout this 

month. Our hopes, as with all schools, are that the current vaccination        

programme will have a significant longer term impact. When it is safe to       

return to school we hope that it will signal a genuine step towards our Covid     

recovery and can’t wait for the day that we can safely operate a ‘bubble-free’ 

environment  and  return to some form of normality.  

In the meantime, keep up your fantastic level of engagement and                

enthusiasm.  We are proud of you! 
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E L M G E R A E R Y L L 

David McKee’s Elmer has been a focus for our infant and early years Author of the Term competition as well 

as the last two Tuesday Website Art Club activities. Here is a selection of some of the art work that we have 

received. We are in the process of creating a fabulous Elmer Gallery within our school hall. Your fabulous art 

work will ensure that the Elmer Gallery really has the ‘wow’ factor. Congratulations to all of the children who 

have contributed so far. 
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Fun in the Snow! 

Our key worker pupils had great fun on 

Monday following the weekend snowfall. 

The children played sensibly within their 

key worker bubbles and by the end of 

lunchtime the school field proudly boasted 

several snowmen and giant snowballs! 

Some of our children, with the help of Mr 

Collenette and our MSA staff, moved two 

snowmen within two metres of each other 

to create a ‘socially distanced’ snow     

couple! (The picture of the children with 

their two snowmen has been featured in 

the Herts Advertiser Online News!) 

It was wonderful to see our children play-

ing so sensibly whilst clearly enjoying a 

great time in the snow, and any snowballs 

that were launched took full account of the 

guidance that the children were given on 

safe snowballing… although one or two 

might just have been launched in  the              

direction of their teachers! 

The snow was also enjoyed by our remote 

learners, as illustrated through Catherine’s 

tremendous trio of snowmen that she 

made in her garden! 

Happy Human Project 

The Happy Human Project has been set up by Charlotte Clark 

during lockdown to help people manage their emotions and 

feel confident about themselves. The programme has been 

set up to support all children during lockdown, whether they 

are at home or in school. Weekly sessions provide children 

with strategies to manage their mental health and remain 

calm during this challenging period where Covid is never out 

of the news. Our PSHE Co-ordinator, Miss Upton, has         

circulated information about the project to our families and 

we’d be interested to receive any feedback from those who 

engage with the videos. 
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Year 6 Watercolour Trees 

Year 6 have focused on watercolour trees as a part 

of their art unit for this term. The children             

considered how they would use brush strokes and 

colour to help their trees come to life. Here are a 

few fantastic examples, painted by Emma, Willow, 

Leo and Olivia. 

Website Art Club Winter Trees 

Our Tuesday website art activities included         

observational paintings of winter trees at the start 

of the month. Here is a montage selection of the 

artwork that the children produced: 
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Our Year 5 children have written some powerful       

pieces based on the stimulus of a moving animation 

set in World War II. Here are a couple of extracts that 

exemplify the quality of their writing; 

T E H 

A O P I N 

‘My father was a famous pianist so I was curious about what it felt like to press down the  

ivory keys  and feel the flow and play to an audience. He passed down his grand piano to 

me. It is a beautiful instrument, it is over one hundred and thirty years old.  I play on it every 

day,  I would practise different pieces on it no matter old or new. I love to play on it because 

it takes me to a different world full of memories when I press down a key and it makes a     

melody.                    

                                                                                                             (Adrian) 

I also play this piece because it reminds me of the war and when I was posted to St Malo, a 

walled city in Northern France. I was a battlefield medic. I went around the wounded trying 

to help them as much as possible so they could be evacuated to small battlefield hospitals 

where they would receive better treatment. I remember my best friend, his name was Joe, 

he died right in front of me. I  had found him amidst the battle crouching behind a wall. I 

asked if he was okay and he said he was.  He turned around to take a few shots at the       

enemy but as soon as he came out from behind the wall he was shot in the chest. 

        (Ben) 

We  realised that we had this special bond or connection between us: the strongest power 

of all: music. In other words we had a great love for music and the piano.  A couple of years 

later we became a couple.  She bought tickets to a musical concert every week in the grand 

stadium.  We used to sing and play on the piano this song called “Remember Me” (a very  

important song to us that would guide us through difficult times and worries). When I was 

playing it was the most magical feeling ever, especially since I could share it with someone I 

loved so much.                                 

                                                                                                              (Lydia) 
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Junior Author of the Term—Adam Blade 

The School Council nominated Adam Blade (author of the Beast Quest series) for our Author of the Term.  Adam Blade is  

actually  a pseudonym (a made up name). The Beast Quest books are written by a group of authors.  We will send a se-

lection of your competition entries to the Orchard Books publishers and, who knows? your competition entry might in-

spire a future Beast Quest novel! 

The competition is for children to design their own book sleeve (or jacket) for a potential Beast Quest novel. We will  pro-

vide you with a template (collect from class or school office) so that you can fit your front cover illustration and back cov-

er 'blurb' around a standard template for the Beast Quest series. There are THREE elements to this competition:  Front 

cover, blurb and synopsis; 

The Beast Quest books are based on fantasy mythological creatures. Your front cover should feature a bold and          

colourful illustration of your creature that takes up most of the cover space between the 'Beauty Quest' title and the   

specific title of your novel. . Note that the Beast Quest creatures often have short, sharp 'mythological' names that have 

instant impact. These names are then followed by a short 'sub-title.' For example:  

Larnak—The Swampy Menace 

Verak—The Storm King 

Spiros—The Ghost Phoenix 

Skor—The Winged Stallion 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a good starting point. Think of a catchy name for your mythological beast and a 'sub-title' that summarises the 

beast that you have created. The 'blurb'  should feature on the back of the jacket template and is a brief summary of 

your beast and your plot. Blurbs are 'short and sharp' summaries for books. The publisher is looking at around 40 to 50 

words as a rough guide. If you only had 20 words, or send in 100 words then they WILL NOT consider this for the final 

publication. So please MAKE YOUR BLURB BETWEEN a minimum of 35 and maximum of 55 words.  

A synopsis is a bit like a blurb, but in greater depth. If you ever sent a story for publication then the publishers would not 

look at the whole story to start with, they will always ask for a SYNOPSIS. If they like your synopsis, then they make ask 

to look at the whole story.  The synopsis therefore has to be interesting and persuasive. It should expand in greater   

detail on your character and plot. Unlike the blurb, where they prefer to avoid any 'spoilers' and often use questions to 

give you a 'hook' and make you want to read the book, the synopsis needs to inform the publishers about how your story 

is set, and how the plot and characters might develop. 

The synopsis for your Beast Quest story should aim to be between 250 and 300 words.  

We will need the full book 'jacket' (cover illustration plus blurb) along with your synopsis in order to persuade the 'Adam 

Blade Syndicate' that there would be some potential in using your ideas as the inspiration for the genuine production of 

a future 'Beast Quest' novel. This is a really exciting opportunity for our fantastic illustrators and story writers in Key 

Stage 2. The closing date will be Monday 22nd February (The first day of next half-term).  
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Family Quiz—Friday 12th February 

Mr Oswin and Mr Bridle would like to round off this half-term by inviting our children and families to 

join us for a Family Quiz on Friday 12th February.  The quiz will take place between 6.00 p.m. to 

8.00 p.m. and will include eight rounds of questions and hopefully lots of fun!  

If you would like to enter then please send an e-mail to Mr Oswin doswin@skyswood.herts.sch.uk 

and inform him of your team name and the chosen round that you would wish to play your ‘Joker.’ 

We are asking for a voluntary contribution entrance fee of £5.00 per family, payable under the fund-

raising tab on Wisepay. This will cover the cost of prizes and any profit will be given to FOSS. 

Your team name might simply be your family name, or you might like to think of something more     

inventive. You will score double points for every correct answer that you give in your Joker round. 

Each round will consist of ten questions.  

We will endeavour to make each round  equally accessible for children as young as our early years 

children right up to adult, so that the quiz can be enjoyed by all of the family. 

 

The eight rounds  are titled: 

Round 1: DISAPPEARING ACT 

Round 2: ABSOLUTE BALDERDASH 

Round 3: SHOW SOME CHARACTER 

Round 4: REALLY GONNA SHINE 

Round 5: A GAME OF TWO HALVES 

Round 6: THROUGH THE MICROSCOPE 

Round 7: BAD STING IS OUT OF ORDER 

Round 8: STAY IN TUNE 

 

 

lease let Mr Oswin know your team name and Joker choice by Wednesday 10th February if you 

would like to take part. 

J A N U A R Y   2 0 2 1  



 

Healthy House Challenge 

Physical activity and exercise is vital at all times and we have been impressed by many of the 

healthy activities that our children have undertaken during this period of lockdown. 

 

To raise the profile further we have decided to launch a special House Challenge activity in the 

final week before half term  (Between Monday 8th and Wednesday 10th February).  All children 

will be encouraged to earn points for their House through participating in a range of  healthy      

activities that include suitable activities for those children engaging in remote learning as well as 

those within our key worker bubbles. The children will be able to choose from the selection of   

activities and will be awarded points accordingly. For example, if you go for a walk then you would 

receive 5 pts for a half hour walk, 10 points for an hour walk or 20 points for a walk that is over 

an hour and a half. You might receive 5 points for 5 uninterrupted minutes of skipping, 10 points 

for 10 minutes and 20 points for over 15 minutes. 

We will also encourage children to find their own creative ways of keeping fit, and our panel of 

teachers will award points accordingly for any activity that your children create and complete. 

 

The children will be given a Healthy House Challenge Sheet, (Google form) where they can      

highlight the activities that they complete and return remotely via Google Classroom . All results 

must be submitted by 4 p.m. on Wednesday  10th February and the winners will be announced in 

the Celebration Assembly on Friday 12th February. Further details will come out within the next 

week! 
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Infant and Early Years Author of the Term—David McKee 

David McKee is a wonderful author, most famous for Mr Ben, Elmer and King Rollo. We have two competitions for this term. One is 

an art competition and the other is a short story writing competition.  

Art Competition 

We have already started to set up a wonderful Elmer Art Gallery in the school hall and have loved receiving  the entries to date. 

For this competition, you could create ANY 2D or 3D piece of art based on the colourful subject of Elmer.  You might choose to create 

a collage, or a painting, or use colouring pencils, crayons, felt pens or pastels... it's all up to you! Elmer's wonderful range of        

patchwork colours lend themselves to all sorts of artistic opportunities.  

You might prefer to create something that's three dimensional. Maybe a model, or a glove puppet, or an 'Elmer milk bottle' model . 

Your models could be made out of anything; junk materials, fimo, cardboard etc...  

 

 

 

 

Writing Competition 

The second competition for our infants or early years children is to create a short picture book based on one of two characters; Elmer 

or King Rollo.  You could do this with the help of your parents and my suggestion would be to read some of the books first and get a 

good idea of the characters  

King Rollo is a really humorous character; he's a king but he behaves very much like a 5 or 6 year old. For example, in King Rollo's 

Shoes the challenge is that King Rollo gets new shoes but he hasn't yet mastered doing up the laces!  

Elmer is also such a fun character. Your stories can be whatever length you wish. Think about a simple story line and you might like 

to include some fun illustrations in your story! Everyone who enters the competitions will receive a special certificate and we'll also 

find some good prizes  to give out to the winning entries. The closing date will be Monday 22nd February (The first day of next half-

term).  

 

 

 


