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Dear Parents, 
 
We wrote to you on the 9th November 2020, informing you that the Governing Body had made 
the decision on 7th July 2020 to undertake a year of due diligence with the intention of joining 
the AAT Multi Academy Trust in September 2021. ‘Due diligence’ is the process of 
investigating an organisation prior to entering into a contract with it.   
 
As part of this process we undertook a further consultation with staff and parents towards the 
end of November. The formal consultation period ended on Friday 11th December 2020. We 
had no written questions from either staff or parents. In the staff face to face session a 
presentation was given by the Alban Academies Trust to staff and there were a number of 
points of clarification raised which were in line with the questions that we had already raised 
as a governing body. No questions were raised from parents in the face to face session. Given 
that there has been extensive informal consultation and discussions over an extended period, 
there was a high likelihood that there would be no further comments within the formal 
consultation period. Please be assured the governing body considered all comments received 
and will continue to factor those into our discussions as we go through the due diligence 
process. 
 
As our school’s parents we value your views and recognise that we need to listen, consider 
and debate your views on this as on any other matter affecting the school. I am always keen 
to hear from parents and share a summary of all communication received with the rest of the 
governing body. 
 
Finally, on a personal note I would like to wish you and your families all the best over this 
period of National Lockdown and subsequent school closure. I know many of our students and 
families are finding this a very challenging time and the school could not have achieved what 
is has done without the continued support, co-operation and dedication of our parent body.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
James Mansell 
jmansell@skyswood.herts.sch.uk 
(Chair of Governors) 
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