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Diwali– Festival of Lights 

The children had great fun earlier this month learning about Diwali and mak-

ing their own divas and rangoli patterns. A big thank you must go to  two of 

our parents, Preet and Bhavisha, who kindly presented all of our children with 

tea-lights for their divas and shared some fantastic resources to enable our 

children to find out about Diwali from both the Hindu and the Sikh               

perspective.  Diwali celebrates the triumph of good over evil, when Rama and 

Sita are reunited after being banished from their kingdom. Sikhs celebrate 

Bandi Chhor Divas which is the day that Guru Har Gobind  

(the sixth Guru) was released from prison in AD 1619. Sikhs remember that 

Guru Har Gobind refused to leave prison alone and that  

he freed 52 Rajas (Kings) who  held on to the tails of the guru’s cloak. Thank 

you to Preet for also organising the Diwali Festival of Lights Trail and for all of 

the Skyswood children and families who contributed to this by placing their 

divas or rangoli pictures in the window. A Skyswood Diwali Picture Gallery is   

included on Page 2 of the newsletter. 
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Diwali Picture Gallery 
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Pen Pal Project 

Several Skyswood pupils have signed up to 

our pen pal project and written letters to    

elderly  residents in our community to 

brighten up their days during these difficult 

times. The school have partnered up with 

local care homes and churches to put this 

initiative into action, and over forty pupils 

have already written letters. The Year 6     

children pictured were very excited to        

receive their return letters, and some of 

the residents of the Park View Care Home 

in Chiltern Road have been so pleased to    

receive their letters from the children that 

a few of them organised a ‘socially dis-

tanced’ coffee morning where they read 

their letters out loud to their friends in the 

home. This is a partnership and initiative 

that we intend to continue long into the 

future! 

Congratulations to Joshua 

We would like to congratulate one of our former pupils, 

Joshua, on his amazing success on the Karting circuit. 

Joshua’s dream is to follow in the footsteps of his hero, 

Lewis Hamilton, and one day become a successful     

Formula One driver. Joshua was recently featured on the 

BBC News and has reached the podium in his last three 

races, finishing in top spot or as runner-up on each     

occasion.  Joshua was also thrilled to recently receive a 

personal message from Lewis Hamilton, who has been 

following Joshua’s progress with great interest. I’m sure 

that Joshua could give a few tips to our current Year 6 

class, (his former class mates) who are making some 

fabulous go-karts in their current Design Technology pro-

ject. Well done Joshua, we’re proud of you. 
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Year 4 Cubism 

Our Year 4 class have been studying Cubism and paying particular attention to the work of Pablo 

Picasso. The children looked at Picasso’s portrait style and have produced some superb abstract 

portraits of their own, experimenting with colour, and shape. Here are just  a few of their superb 

portraits, which make up a fabulous  gallery within the Year 4 classroom. 

Mission Proxima 

Sam (Year 6) has written an amazing science fiction 

story, entitled Mission Proxima, which features  

James Young and two colleagues on a mission to the 

exo-planet Proxima Centauri. Sam’s love of space 

shines through in the story, where the crew have to 

overcome asteroids and meteor showers in a       

gripping encounter  that  echoes the drama of Apollo 

13 before the crew eventually return safely to Earth. 

Well done Sam, a fabulous piece of science fiction! 
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Year 6 Silhouettes 

Year 6  have produced some outstanding silhouette pictures through their current art project. The 

children created some fiery ‘Blitz’ pictures initially, linked to their history study on World War II, and 

ten went on to produce some amazing silhouette city-scapes and safari animal silhouettes. Here are 

some superb examples of their city-scapes, from Las Vegas to Dubai, Istanbul, London, New York, 

Tokyo and Paris (to name just a few of their chosen skylines). 
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Author of the Term Competitions 

Congratulations to all of the children who entered this term’s Author of the Term Competitions. We 

received many entries for the junior competition to design a front cover for a selection of David 

Walliams books, and an equally impressive collection of entries for the Roger Hargreaves Mr Men 

competition in Key Stage 1. Here are just a selection of the fantastic entries that we received. All 

children who entered will be given a special certificate and we look forward to putting your entries 

on display around the school. 

NOVEMBER 2020 

 

David Walliams Front Cover Competition 

Congratulations to every child who entered. Four winners were chosen for the David Walliams front 

cover  competition. Fergus, Thomas and Hamish produced winning entries for their Ice Monster        

illustrations, whilst Gabriela created a fabulous front cover for Mr Stink. Here are just a few of the     

entries: 
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Roger Hargreaves 

Mr Men Competition 

The standard was so high this term and it was a tough decision to decide upon our winners; So 

NINE winners were chosen for the competition. Rose’s fabulous Mr Men characters (made in 

plaster) were exceptional! Eva’s ‘Little Miss Ballerina’ Isaac’s ‘Little Miss Little’ and Ana’s ‘Mr 

Fainty’ stories and models were amazing, as was Harry’s incredible ‘Mr Experiment’ and Con-

nor’s ‘Mr Midnight’. James made us all laugh with his fantastic ‘Mr Jibberish’ and his hilarious 

story (where Mr Jibberish meets Mr Bounce). Catherine’s ‘Little Miss Pumpkin’ included a stun-

ning picture along with her superb story, and Sara’s ‘Little Miss Fussy Eater’ sounded as if it may 

have been modelled on personal experience! All of the entries were wonderful, so well done to 

every child who entered! 


