
 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

S A W D U S T  K I L N  

 

2 

 

S T O N E  A G E  M O D E L  2 

Y E A R  4  C U B I S M  2 

Y E A R  3  L E A R N  

A B O U T  T H E  F I V E  K ’ S  
3 

F O O T B A L L  U P D A T E S           3 

K I D Z  C O R N E R  4 & 5  

A U T H O R  O F  T H E  

T E R M  C O M P E T I T I O N S  
6  

B E S T  A R T S  

 

7 

F L O R E N C E         

N I G H T I N G A L E  D A Y  

 

8 

Pen Pal Project 

Through collaboration with a number of local care homes and local churches, 

we have been delighted to set up a pen pan project where children from 

Skyswood will be partnered up with senior citizens from the local area. Many 

senior citizens are facing a particularly challenging time, with the current     

social restrictions in place, and are thrilled at the opportunity to receive some 

correspondence and build up a pen pal relationship with one of our pupils. 

Over fifty of our children have put themselves forward, and our first group of 

pen pals  are linked with St Mary’s Church, Marshalswick. We are sure that 

our children will also get a lot out of this project. They are all keen to make a 

difference and eager to support elderly residents within the community. The  

children’s  first letters are due to be sent out at the end of the week, to be 

passed on to their pen-pals at the start of the half-term holiday. 
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Year 4 Fun with Sawdust! 

As part of their current science unit on ‘States of 

Matter’, our Year 4 class have been finding out 

about how objects might change as a result of heat. 

The class built a large sawdust kiln and selected a 

wide range of objects, predicting how they might be 

affected when placed in a sawdust fire. The         

children found that some objects melted, others 

changed colour and shape, others turned to ash, 

and some left little evidence when inspecting the 

charred remains!  The class looked at a wide range 

of materials; such as glass, plastic, wood, straw, 

clay, ceramics tiles, conkers, and consumable    

products such as fruit and vegetables. The one    

material which was agreed to be ‘out of bounds’ 

was rubber, with the children considering health 

and safety implications such as potential toxic 

fumes and black smoke. It was an exciting process 

building the kiln and setting light to it, observing the 

smouldering sawdust and escaping wisps of smoke. 

Stone Age Settlement 

Year 3 have been creating their own Stone Age    

settlement, based on their learning around the     

discovery of Skara Brae. The children worked in 

small groups to recreate a Stone Age settlement 

using clay slabs and tiles. Their models were     

painted with a stone-effect paint and then put      

together to create a model settlement. Well done to 

all of the children, their attention to detail was    

superb when creating their models and they have 

clearly been inspired by their Stone Age project. 
Year 4 go Abstract! 

Year 4 have enjoyed their art topic on Cubism 

and produced some excellent abstract pictures 

based on electrical objects, such as clocks and 

kettles, where they had fun rearranging shapes 

and planes. Here are a couple of examples of 

their superb artwork: 
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Football Updates 

The girls’ football team have made an impressive start to the season, 

playing friendly matches with two larger schools, Fleetville and 

Wheatfields. They fought back from four goals down against a strong 

Fleetville team, with late goals from Isla and Tilly, before recording an 

impressive 5-2 victory against Wheatfields. Isla scored a hat-trick and 

Tilly scored twice in an impressive team performance. 

Our ‘A’ team also enjoyed their first friendly match of the season 

away at Fleetville. The team performed well despite losing out by five 

goals to one, with both Samuels playing particularly well, and our Year 

5 Samuel scoring the Skyswood goal. 

Our ‘B’ team showed great spirit against Wheatfields ‘B’. Despite     

being four goals down in the first quarter, they battled hard and 

Reece pulled a goal back. Phoenix and Xander both hit the post with 

excellent strikes and William was outstanding in goal, with the final 

score being 5-1 to Wheatfields. 

Congratulations also to Charlie (Year 4) who won the Man of the 

Match award for his club, St Albans City Youth, and has started the 

season in superb goal-scoring form with seven goals from his first 

four games! 

Year 3 Learn about the 

Five K’s! 
Year 3 have been learning about the 

Sikh Ceremony of Amrit this term and 

the five symbols of faith called the 

5Ks.  The class really appreciated Gian's 

mum coming in to join Gian in telling 

the class about Sikhism and showing 

examples of the 5Ks.  The children 

asked really interesting questions and 

Gian's mum showed the children how to 

tie a turban.  Thank you very much to 

both Gian and mum! 
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Year 6 World War II     

Blitz Pictures 

Our Year 6 class have really been 

absorbed in their history topic this 

term on World War II, enriching their 

learning with some cross-curricular 

art work based on the Blitz. Their 

fiery London silhouettes have been 

particularly striking, using iconic  

London landmarks  alongside their 

amazing fiery backgrounds. Here are 

six fabulous examples of their        

artwork.  Well done to all of the class 

for their tremendous enthusiasm for 

their current history topic and the 

exceptional standard of their work! 
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Year 3 Stonehenge 

Our Year 3 children have produced some amazing models of Stonehenge as part of their home learning, 

linked with their current topic on the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. The children used a creative 

variety of objects; from bourbon and shortbread biscuits, to dominoes, Weetabix, wood blocks, lego, 

books and even tin cans! Well done to all of the children, here are just a selection of the fantastic ideas 

that they came up with; 
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Author of the Term 

The School Council presented the class nominations for Author of the Term and  we are pleased to 

announce that Roger Hargreaves will be our Author of the Term for the infants, with David Walliams 

being selected as Author of the Term for the juniors. 

Design your own Mr Man! 

For our infants, we will be holding a competition to 

design your own Mr Man for our very own Mr Man 

Art Gallery. Your design could simply be a picture 

or a painting, or you might choose to use felt tips 

to ensure bright colours. Alternatively, you might 

like to make a model. You can use any materials 

or media that you wish. Our advice is to keep the 

shape fairly simple, use a cartoon style and sharp, 

clear colours. Try to think of a mood, feeling or 

quality that is original.  A Mr Proud perhaps? Or a 

Little Miss Mystified? Mr Bold?  Little Miss Magic? 

Mr Panic? Miss Marvellous? It would help if you 

read a few of the books and really get an idea of 

Roger Hargreaves’ style. 

Write your own Short Mr Man Story 

Our infant writing competition is to simply cre-

ate your own short Mr Man story, (between 200 

and 400 words).  Create your own character 

and think of a simple adventure that suits the 

character. We know that Mr Messy gets messy, 

or Mr Grumpy gets grumpy. Think about what 

your character does and how it manages to 

earn its name! 

David Walliams Front Cover Design 

Successful authors will often have reprints made 

of their most successful books. The   reprints will 

have a new front cover design, so our Author of 

the Term competition is to simply design a new 

front cover for one of the following David Wal-

liams books; Gangsta Granny, Billionaire Boy, Mr 

Stink or Ice Monster. 

Midnight Gang Adventure 

David Walliams’ Midnight Gang get up to all 

sorts of adventures. When the clock strikes 

midnight, the Midnight Gang’s adventure is 

just beginning. This extraordinary story of five 

children is great fun, and our Author of the 

Term competition is to create an adventure 

and write a short story for the Midnight Gang. 

Our advice would be to read the Midnight 

Gang first as it will give you a great idea of the 

characters and the types of adven-

tures that they get up to. 
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Best Arts Drama Courses 
Best Arts, who have developed a strong link 

with Skyswood, have been adapting their 

courses to ensure that they are Covid-safe 

and are now able to relaunch face-to-face 

courses. Two of their classes have some 

spaces available - These are classes for 

years 1 & 2 children on Friday evenings 

(4.30-7.30pm) and Saturday morning 

(10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.)   Best Arts would 

be delighted to offer Year 1 or 2 children  a 

free two week trial (subject to availability). 

If you are interested in taking up a free two-

week trial then please contact David Bevan 

on 01727 759634. 

Congratulations to Grace! 

Congratulations to Grace (Year 4) on being 

awarded a year’s scholarship with Best Arts 

after being nominated by the school. Grace 

has shown a real enthusiasm and talent for 

the performing arts and will be joining their 

Saturday morning group. Well done Grace, 

we know you’ll make the most of the          

opportunity! 

Celtic Harmony 

Year 3 visited Celtic Harmony last Friday  and literally 

walked through Stone Age gates to take themselves back 

in time.  After making a fire, using embers, in the Stone 

Age roundhouse, the children then did some shelter build-

ing in the forest and made ‘leaf soup’ out of dock leaves, 

rosemary, mint and thyme. After lunch the children took 

on the role of hunter gatherers  and finally gathered       

together for a Stone Age story. All in all it was a               

tremendous day and a big thank you to Annabel for her 
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Florence Nightingale Day 

 
On Friday 16th November, Year 2 had their Florence 

Nightingale Day run by History Off the Page. The children 

were amazing as always and completed a number of cre-

ative workshops and role-play activities. The children 

took the opportunity to show off their extensive learning 

and Miss Harvey could not be prouder. 

 

Thank you to all the parent/staff volunteers who helped 

throughout the day, which would not have been as   spe-

cial without you! 

 

Activities in the morning included making clay candle 

holders, completing application forms using quills, job 

interviews with Florence Nightingale, as well as  decorat-

ing pillboxes, Scutari hospital sashes, medals and birth-

day cards.  The children then matched the correct suit-

cases to the people who travelled with Florence. The af-

ternoon included role-play at Scutari hospital, with chil-

dren becoming wounded soldiers, nurses, cooks, laundry, 

gardeners and newspaper reporters.  All in all it was a 

fantastic day. 

 

The school received a wonderful letter from Sue Langley 

(History off the Page) saying that she “had a wonderful 

day in your school leading Year 2 in their  Florence Night-

ingale workshop. As you appreciate I go to hundreds of 

different primary schools and it is always a pleasure and 

delight to come to Skyswood. The children asked inter-

esting questions and used their inquiry skills superbly 

throughout the day”. 


