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Dear Parents  

 

School Annual Survey and School Plan  
 
I hope you are keeping well during these unusual times. I am writing to give you an 
overview of the school survey results and to let you know what the school is planning to 
do to further improve over the coming academic year.  
 
Firstly, thank you to the 60 parents who responded during these strange times. Similarly 
to previous years the positive feedback we received was overwhelming. One hundred 
percent of parents said their child is well looked after at this school and they would 
recommend the school to another parent (all questionnaire responses marked this as 
true and mostly true). As with previous years, key themes reflected were the quality of 
leadership and teaching in the school and the community spirit of the school, with the 
added dimension of support during this difficult time currently.  Here are a few quotes 
from parents:  
 
“The school goes from strength to strength” 
 
“Thank you for your efforts during this difficult time. We think you have been very 
supportive and struck the right balance between providing work and not creating 
unreasonable expectations for what is achievable during this challenging time” 
 
“I know that the school is facing a challenging time at the moment and we appreciate the 
teachers and leadership team’s work and efforts to help the children with their continued 
learning” 
 
“I could not have asked for more during this unsettling period. Mr Bridle has also been 
supportive and encouraging during this time and has set some fabulous extra tasks for 
the children - some of which have made me wish I was back at school!” 
 
“Caring, dedicated and talented staff” 
 
“Strong sense of community” 
 

A snapshot of survey statistics  

Question  True and Mostly True  

My child is happy at this school  98.33%  

My child makes good progress at this school  100%  

My child is taught well at this school  98.31%  

My child feels safe at this school 100%  

 
 



 
 

 

 

We received many more detailed comments on strengths of the school along with some 
suggestions for improvements. We greatly appreciate parents taking the time to do 
this as we continuously strive to improve at Skyswood Primary and Nursery School.   
 
This year we have been unable to ask the pupils to complete the questionnaires as with 
previous years, however we continued to issue all other questionnaires to staff, support 
staff, school MSAs and nursery lunch club MSAs and Governors. 
Several Governors (including myself) and the Head held a virtual meeting to review all 
the responses. All your comments have been read and fed back to relevant staff within 
the school.  The following areas were identified for further review, with further detail in 
the appendix:  
 

 School Council 
 Reading support (incl. book lists)  
 Home Learning (incl. Maths cards) 

 
The findings from these questionnaires alongside the outcomes of scrutiny visits from 
external education professionals, Governor visit days and senior leadership team 
observations feed into our annual school improvement plan which will focus on the 
following three key areas:  
 

 Subject leadership - We need to ensure subject leaders have time to continue to 
develop their subject and lead their subject across the school 

 Foundation subject development – continuation to develop and provide clear 
whole school plans for subjects such as Science, Geography… across the school 

 The new normal – looking at ensuring the safe return of pupils, identification of 
any gaps and a focus on the mental health of pupils during/following Covid19  

 
 
Over the year we will continue to review these points and through these difficult times 
we will work together to continue to ensure Skyswood is a place where children are fully 
supported and love to learn.  
 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

Catherine Borel-Saladin  
 
Chair of Governors  
  



 
 

 

 

Appendix  
 

School Council 
 
We recognise that some children have applied to represent the School Council on more 
than one occasion. The children are voted in by their peers (apart from the Head 
teacher’s nominations). Previously we have enforced a rule that children cannot apply if 
they had been a member of School Council over the past two years. In order to open up 
the opportunity to a greater number of children we have amended this rule. Children will 
only be allowed to re-apply (having previously served on the School Council) when they 
are in Year 6, and on the condition that their previous time on School Council was 
before they entered the juniors. In the same way that some children are sporty, or 
musical, or artistic, and therefore might access a wider range of extra-curricular activities 
in these areas, we recognise that some children have skills particularly suited to the 
School Council, and therefore we felt that it was fair for children to have the opportunity 
to re-apply in Year 6. Another factor is that we will continue with our policy of 4 
representatives from Year 6 (rather than just 2). 
 
Reading 
 
We will be looking at further developing our reading practices throughout the school to 
ensure the best possible continuity of reading and balance of reading experiences for all 
children. We will be providing more comprehensive guidance for parents with regard to 
recommended booklists for each age group. This will be a key element within next 
year’s School Development Plan. 
 
Home Learning 
 
The general parent view supported current time allocations for home learning 
throughout the school. We recognise, however, that we can improve consistency and 
communication with parents. Staff are currently reviewing the provision throughout the 
school and will be providing clearer guidelines for all parents in September 2020. 
 
 
 


