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School. April 28th 
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Skyswood—The Early Years. 

The first extra-curricular club was founded in February 1961 when children were invited to partake in 

country dancing.  In March 1961 the school was hit by an epidemic of measles, closely followed by the 

Asian Flu.  

The second school trip to take place was  for the Roman project and 33 children went to Verulamium (a 

trip that our Year 3 children enjoy nowadays.)  

In May 1961, Skyswood took part in the St Albans ‘ Music Festival  and the infants went pond dipping 

at Verulamium.  

The school closed at lunchtime on 15th June 1961 for a half-day holiday which allowed local schools to 

participate in the St Albans Primary Schools’ District Sports Event, which was then held at Clarence 

Park.  Inspired by this event, a local shop owner named Edward Carter was presented to the school for 

their own athletics competition, which later evolved into Sports Day. The first ever winners were the 

‘blues’, which we now know as our ‘Sandringham’ house team. 

Class 1 had a special trip towards the end of the year. They would have been the equivalent to today’s 

Year 6. The class went to London and visited the Tower of London, Tower Bridge and the Cutty Sark, 

before enjoying a boat trip down the Thames that took them past the Houses of Parliament. 

The Skyswood PTA  was born out of a meeting of over 70 parents on 21st July 1961 and they held their 

first official meeting  on 12th September 1961. 

 

An  early photograph of Skyswood staff. Mr Porter 

(head teacher) is in the centre at the front. 

Children playing in the infant playground.  
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Skyswood win Reading for Pleasure Award 

We are delighted to announce that the Children’s Writers and 

Illustrators Group have awarded Skyswood Primary School 

the Reading for Pleasure Award for 2019/20. 

The school were nominated by local author Jeanne Willis, 

who described our school as ‘exceptional’ following her visit 

on World Book Day earlier this year. Jeanne, in her role as an 

author, has been visiting schools for 40 years. Jeanne stated 

“I’ve been blown away by the creativity, enthusiasm and 

warmth of the staff and children. It’s a real honour to visit 

Skyswood - they have the greatest respect for authors and 

seeing the effect my writing has had on their writing reminds 

me why I love my job so much. “ 

Jeanne was so inspired by the Dr Xargle models, front cover 

designs and short stories on her recent visit that she’s even 

vowed to write a book based around the ideas of one of our 

infant children, Ava, who came up with a fantastic story in 

‘Giraffe Needs a Laugh.’ We are really proud of our award 

and thank Jeanne Willis tremendously for nominating us. 

New Fence at Front of School 

Work was carried out over the Easter 

holiday period to erect a new fence and 

replace the wooden gates that provided 

access to the infant playground, along 

with the reception outdoor area gate.  

Dates had been agreed well before the 

Covid-19 outbreak, but it was necessary 

to carry out a full risk assessment to  

ensure that the work could still go 

ahead.  

We are delighted with the finished     

product , which certainly smartens the 

front of the school up as you enter 

through the main gates. 
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During this month of ‘lockdown’ our children and families have remained 

positive and your photographs keep a smile on our faces. Here is a        

montage that reflects your creativity throughout this difficult period. 
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Fruits and Veg brighten up the Dining Room! 

Over the Easter holiday we have re-decorated the school dining room and painted several fruit and vegeta-

ble cartoon designs on the walls of the dining room and kitchen. Well done to all the children who entered 

the competition, but our special congratulations must go to the competition winner, Ariella, and the runners

-up; Rebecca (Year 6), Eva (Year R), Bella (Year 6) and Megan (Year 4) , whose wonderful cartoons  also fea-

ture on our walls. Here is our Fruit and Veg Cartoon gallery: 

A big thank you to all of the children who entered 

our Fruits and Veg cartoon competition! 
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Master Chef Cooks up some Special Recipes! 

Congratulations to our six fabulous finalists in our first ever Skyswood Master Chef Competition! 

The idea for the competition came about as a result to some improvements that we have been 

making in our Food Technology  curriculum,  where children in Key Stage 2 are required to cook 

a variety of savoury dishes. Our six finalists; Ariella, Carmel, Hamish, Lara, Laura and Tabitha re-

ally raised the bar and it was a tough choice to choose a winner, so special congratulations must 

go to Laura on becoming our first ever Savoury Master Chef Champion. We were so impressed 

with the children’s efforts that we will be publishing a Skyswood Savoury Dishes Cookbook. The 

full-colour book will hopefully be around 60 pages in length and will go on sale for a very reason-

able £5 per copy, with any profits made going towards the NHS as a special gesture of thanks. 
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School Poetry Book 

Poems for our Grandparents 

Our school poetry book is progressing really well, with over 60 pages of fantastic poetry being     

collated over the past five weeks. Thank you to all the children who have contributed. We would 

like to create a special montage cover, created using pictures of your grandparents, but only a few 

pictures have come in so far, so please send me pictures of your grandparents if you would like 

them to feature on our front cover. The poems are on a variety of subjects. Here are just s few of 

my personal favourites: 

Grandad 
 

You are the wind in my sails, 
My quiet summer sea, 

My stopper knot on the rigging 
When I am with you I feel like I could 

face 
A thousand stormy seas, 

Twenty tsunamis 
One million sharks. 

Without you... 
I am a drifting oar, 
A dislodged anchor, 

Flotsam and jetsam on the surf 
But when you are here 
The decks are shiny 

All storms have disappeared 
You are the wind in my sails. 

 
Emma Searle 

 

Granny 

You are sweet as a plum, 

You are a colourful lollipop, 

Every time I see you 

Unicorns sparkle through the air, 

Without you, the cakes won’t taste sweet, 

The tangerines won’t be orange, 

All the world will fade away. 

But when I’m around you 

I feel like a fluffy cloud on a summer day. 

Ana Neclea 

Grandad 
 

Badminton-player 
Daffodil-painter 

Newspaper-reader 
Everything-fixer 

Cruise-lover 
Cards-player 

Motorbike-rider 
Grand-prix-watcher 

Red-wine-appreciator 
 

Ariella Fisher 
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Birthday 
 

Birthday says hat, 

The special says day, 

The surprise says party, 

The friends say hooray! 

 

The envelope says present, 

The jelly says dish 

The cake says chocolate, 

The candle says wish! 

 

Chloe Salisbury 

 

Sloths 

Sloths are slow and live in treetops, 

Treetops tall in tropical forests, 

Forests need to be protected, 

Protected by climbing these creatures reach 

high, 

High near the sky is where they like being, 

Being brown and furry makes them hard to be 

seen, 

Seen snoozing often you’ll find all sloths, 

Sloths are slow and live in treetops. 
 
 

Isla Sue 

The Sea 
 

The Sea 

Crests like an elevator reaching the top of a tall building, 

Laps like a cat’s tongue slurping up its milk, 

Crashes against the cliff like a cymbal, 

Thunders like a storm in the middle of a dark night, 

Cascades like a trail of dominoes leading to a bedroom, 

Roars like a lion prowling around it horrified prey 

The Sea. 

 

Lara Hall 
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Congratulations to Bella! 

Congratulations to Bella for winning our spring term Paul Fretwell Music 

Award. The award celebrates an enthusiasm and passion for music that 

Bella consistently shows, through curriculum lessons and through her 

clarinet lessons with Mrs Marshall. Bella would have received the award 

at the end of last term had it not been for the current situation and school 

closures. As well as playing the clarinet, Bella plays the piano and was a 

member of the school choir, recently performing in the Herts Schools Gala 

at the Royal Albert Hall. Well done Bella, you clearly have a passion for 

the subject and show great versatility as a young musician. We are proud 

of you! 

Congratulations to Alby! 

Congratulations to Alby for his fantastic NHS T-Shirt design, 

which he entered as part of the recent national competition set 

up by Joe Wicks, who has certainly been doing his bit to keep the 

nation fit throughout this period of school closures. Alby’s       

wonderful design with its rainbow tribute to the NHS,  positive 

endorsement of PE with Joe, and the world on his left sleeve, 

made it onto Joe Wicks’ Facebook page and Instagram. Well 

done Alby, a magnificent achievement. 

Congratulations to Erin! 

Congratulations to Erin on her success with the Marks & Spencer’s  

Design a Garden Competition. Erin won 80 packs of seeds thanks to 

her well planned and highly imaginative design. She has kindly 

shared the seeds with some of her friends and will nurture the 

plants at home with a view to hopefully donating some to our        

butterfly garden in the school environmental area. Erin was part of 

the Year 5 group who came up with the idea of creating a butterfly 

garden in our environmental area last term. Thanks to Mrs Cheshire 

we were able to get this started, with Burston’s Garden Centre      

donating a number of plants to start us off. Well done Erin, another 

fantastic achievement! 
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Thank You from the Fire Station! 

Wheathampstead Fire Station were delighted to receive a          

fabulous  picture created from a series of around 50 press prints 

earlier this week. Miss McAlister initiated the wonderful artwork, 

which pays tribute to our key workers.. A particular                    

congratulations must go to Jessica, Daisy and Sam, who were all 

major contributors  to the picture, which has been cleverly        

arranged in rainbow shape and colour. And a big thank you to 

Miss McAlister for having this inspirational idea in the first place! 

Congratulations to Charlotte and Iris 

Congratulations to Charlotte and Iris on their fabulous efforts in    

raising over £200 for  The Smallest Things charity through taking on 

the 2.6 Challenge! The two girls camped outside in order to help 

them complete their 26 hours in the garden, whilst Iris read an    

incredible total of 26 books over the course of three days and     

Charlotte  took to the pogo stick to conquer  the challenge of 26 

jumps! The Smallest Things Charity supports premature babies and 

their families and is a charity that is very close to the family’s heart. 

It was fantastic to see that Charlotte actually featured on the CBBC 

Newsround Page as a result of her efforts. Well done to both of the 

girls, we are all extremely proud of you! 

Thank You Reception Class! 

Despite our current lockdown situation 

we have received so many  photos,      

comments, pictures and  poems      

throughout this month of school closure. 

One of our favourites just has to be this 

beautiful collaborative poster and       

message from our reception class; 

‘When it rains, look for rainbows,       

When it’s dark look for stars!’ 


