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SKYSWOOD PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL AND THE ALBAN ACADEMIES TRUST 
 
As you may well be aware, over recent years there has been much discussion around academies 
and Multi-Academy Trusts (MATs).  Back in Dec 2016 there was a strong push from the 
government towards all schools joining a MAT and we began our journey as a governing body 
to decide how to proceed and once the pressure was taken off, whether a MAT is still the right 
thing for Skyswood Primary and Nursery School.   
 
Following this review, we are writing to you to let you know that we are strongly considering the 
benefits of the school becoming part of the Alban Academies Trust (“AAT), the local Multi-
Academy Trust (MAT) which includes Sandringham and which other nearby primary schools are 
currently considering [or in the process of] joining. 
 
We see many benefits from joining AAT, including:  

o closer liaison with the other AAT primary schools and with our nearest secondary school 

Sandringham (to which the majority of Skyswood’s pupils (~90%) transfer after Year 6)  

o opportunities for Skyswood’s staff to share experiences with the other primary school 

staff in a structured way to improve still further the teaching in the school  

o creating a support network for headteachers, senior leaders and subject leaders across 

the schools within AAT 

o potential financial and other advantages due to economies of scale and collaboration, 

making our money go further 

Being part of AAT means officially no longer being under the auspices of Hertfordshire County 
Education Authority, but in practice it is very unlikely that parents or pupils would see any 
differences – apart, of course, from the benefits that are expected to arise. The oversight of 
OFSTED and the Department for Education, and all relevant legislation, would stay the same. 
We will be taking a decision in early 2020. While we have spent several years looking at the 
various options, considering what the benefits and disadvantages of joining a Multi Academy 
Trust (MAT) would be for the whole Skyswood community, we know you may well have 
questions. Please see the additional document with some questions and answers on issues that 
we believe you would be most interested in.  
 
The most important considerations in making this decision have been to ensure that we 
maintain Skyswood’s autonomy, provide our pupils with the best education possible, and keep 
Skyswood as the ‘special/unique’ school that it is while benefitting from being part of a larger 
organisation.   
 
If you have any further questions or concerns, please feel free to send them to our Chair of 
Governors [Catherine Borel-Saladin - cborel-saladin@skyswood.herts.sch.uk] by 28.02.2020. 
 
Kind regards 
Skyswood Primary and Nursery School Governors 
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