
SKYSWOOD PRIMARY AND NURSERY SCHOOL AND THE ALBAN ACADEMIES TRUST 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Q: Will there be a formal discussion with parents? 

A: If the decision is made to become part of AAT, there will be an open meeting for parents. This will 

give you an opportunity to voice any opinions or ask any questions (though please do not wait for 

this meeting, please ask beforehand if there is anything of concern, or anything you want to be 

taken into consideration). 

Q: Is there any pressure from the government to do this? 

A: No. Previously it was the government’s policy that all schools should become academies, but that 

is no longer the case. We are considering becoming part of AAT only because of the benefits it is 

expected to bring to Skyswood. 

Q: Have you considered other options? 

A: You can be assured that we have taken considerable time looking at all the feasible options 

available to us and have discussed them with key stakeholders including the staff. Options included 

joining other MATs in St Albans or elsewhere in the county, establishing a new MAT with other 

schools, and staying within Hertfordshire as a maintained school.   

Q:  When considering the options what was the overall conclusion? 

A: We concluded that joining an established, local cross-phase MAT would best suit Skyswood (A 

cross-phase MAT is one that that includes primary and secondary schools rather than being 

exclusively primary or secondary).  

Q:  Which other schools are part of AAT? 

A: AAT currently runs Sandringham School, Ridgeway Academy in Welwyn Garden City and Verulam 

School in St. Albans.  There are 3 other local primary schools currently considering [or in the process 

of] joining AAT. 

Q: Will there be changes to the admissions processes at Skyswood? 

A: It is not considered likely at the moment that there will be any change to the current admissions 

processes as a result of becoming part of AAT.   

Q: My child may not want to go to Sandringham or Verulam. Would there still be a choice of 

secondary school? 

A: Yes. It is not considered likely at the moment that there will be any change in arrangements for 

secondary school allocation as a result of becoming part of AAT.   

Q: Would Skyswood lose its independence? 

A: No. The consideration both governors and staff have foremost in their minds is that Skyswood 

must retain its unique position, its ethos and control over its own affairs. If they were thought to be 

compromised, we would not be considering joining AAT. AAT recognises the importance of 

Skyswood’s outstanding OFSTED result.  There would be no change to the senior leadership team 

because of academisation. 

Q: Where can I find out more about AAT? 



A: AAT’s website www.albanacademiestrust.org.uk gives details of its concept, its organisation and 

its vision. 

Q: Would Skyswood get more money? Or less money? 

A: There is some additional money given to schools to support them in conversion. Once that has been 

done then each school within AAT retains its own budget and reserves, with only a small percentage 

given for centrally managed activities across AAT (note that today we have to pay for Hertfordshire’s 

centralised services). Skyswood would receive exactly the same income per pupil for running expenses 

as it does today. The small amount it gets for capital works (only a few thousand pounds) would also 

continue.  

For major capital works, like the new heating we are having installed at the moment, there are 

different arrangements and it is generally thought that they are more favourable for schools within 

an academy than for those under county control. 

Q: Would there be any impact on FoSS (Friends of Skyswood School)? 

A: No.  Any money raised by FoSS would only be used for Skyswood. 

Q: Would staff be moved around within AAT? 

A: No. (Although we may in the future appoint staff who work cross-phase or at more than one of 

the primary schools in the future, e.g. specialist teachers or to support SEN). 

Q: Some academies have had a bad press. Why is that? 

A: In the early days of academies, some failing schools were re-established under new leadership and 

governance arrangements, which in practice did not work well. We are confident that AAT is governed 

well and would support effective networking and the very best practices across all schools within the 

MAT. 

Q: Would Skyswood still have its own governing body? 

A: Each school within AAT has its own “local governing body” with oversight over the school. 

Technically, the legal requirements currently incumbent on governors would transfer to the Trustees 

of AAT, but that authority in many cases has been delegated back to the school for current members 

of AAT, this means no change in the day-to-day governance of the schools. 

Q: Who are the Trustees of AAT? 

A: The Trustees are the “governors” of AAT. Each school in AAT nominates a Trustee, giving each 

school a voice. AAT also has “Members”, five individuals who are ultimately responsible for seeing 

that AAT complies with its obligations. The names and CVs of the present Trustees and Members are 

given on AAT’s website. 

Q: Is AAT a commercial organisation? 

A: No. It has charitable status and no shareholders. Nobody other than staff obtains any financial 

benefit. Its Trustees and its Members are unpaid. 

Q: If the school decided not to join AAT, would we lose access to Sandringham’s facilities? 

http://www.albanacademiestrust.org.uk/


A: Skyswood already uses Sandringham’s theatre and swimming pool and has contracted for IT 

support from AAT. While we do not expect any change, it would be up to AAT to decide which 

schools used its facilities in the future. 

Q: Skyswood is a single-form entry school, smaller than the others in AAT. Would it have a voice? 

A: Yes, we would have a trustee on AAT representing Skyswood (where every trustee has an equal 

voice with those from other schools) and Mr Bridle would attend and be actively involved in the 

regular heads’ meetings.  We would not be considering becoming part of AAT if we thought in any 

way that Skyswood’s pupils’ interests would be at risk as a result of our size.  

Q: Does this change Skyswood’s vision? 

A: No.  This does not change our vision, it would remain “Skyswood Primary and Nursery School is 

committed to providing a high-quality education for all of our pupils. Our vision is to provide a happy, 

caring and challenging environment where children recognise and achieve their full potential, 

developing a love for learning in an ever-changing world.” 

 

 


