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We are proud to announce that our school community will be holding 

a Bring and Buy Sale on Sunday 9th February to support both the      

Australian WWF Bush Fire charity and the Dig Deep charity, which 

provides clean water and sanitation for communities in Kenya. 

We were presented with some high quality artwork just before Christ-

mas that was specifically donated to support the Dig Deep charity, 

and are also eager to do whatever we can to support the Australian 

Bush Fire Appeal. We have therefore decided that the artwork will be 

sold alongside a range of clothes, toys, books and household items in 

order to raise funds for both of these charities. 

The event will be advertised widely through the primary schools’      

network and many of our children and parents have already offered 

to help out on the day. Our children have been particularly moved by 

the stories that they have seen on the news of the widespread fires in 

Australia. We really appreciate any items that families are able to do-

nate for our sale and are proud of the pro-active support that we al-

ways receive from our wonderful Skyswood community.  
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Trophy Cabinet 

Thanks to a kind donation at the end of last year, 

we are delighted to show off the school’s new 

trophy cabinet. Previously, our trophies were dis-

played (rather randomly) on the top of our library 

shelves, so it’s great to see such an attractive 

display case as you enter the school through re-

ception. The school have been highly successful 

in several sports over the past few years, but it’s 

also fantastic to have somewhere to properly dis-

play our internal trophies that are presented on 

Sports Day, and from the highly successful intro-

duction of House Day last year. We still have a 

proportion of the     donated funding remaining 

and are considering a second, slightly smaller 

cabinet of similar design, that could be used to 

display three dimensional art work or design 

technology projects. Welcome to Miss Milne and Miss Barry! 

This term we are delighted to welcome two student       

teachers from the University of Hertfordshire who are       

undertaking their  second year teaching practices. Miss 

Milne is placed with Mrs Kerr in our reception class and 

Miss Barry is placed with Miss Harvey in Year 2. Both       

students have made an excellent start to their teaching 

placements and have spent the first couple of weeks really 

getting to know the children in their allocated classes. We 

wish Miss Milne and Miss Barry every success and hope 

that they really enjoy their time at Skyswood. 

 

A Playground Reminder! 

We would like to remind all of our children that, for 

safety reasons, we do not allow football to be played on 

the school playground during the winter months. This 

includes before school and at the end of the school 

day. The playground is a crowded place and we are 

more than happy for children to use the field after 

school once the weather improves and the field comes 

back into use. Until that time, children should please 

NOT go onto the field or into the stick area unless     

attending  after school football clubs or playing in      

organised matches. 
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Chinese New Year 

Our reception class had great fun learning 

all about the Chinese New Year earlier this 

month, creating a colourful and vibrant    

dragon, finding out about Chinese customs 

and tasting a wide range of Chinese food. 

The children found out that the Chinese    

celebrated the start of their new year on    

Saturday 25th January and that 2020 is the 

year of the rat!   All of the class have been 

inspired by their learning and they loved the 

opportunity to sample the food last Friday. 

Well done to everybody in reception! 

 

Boiler Project now Complete! 

We are delighted that our new boilers are now in place and we 

can look to the future with a more energy efficient system that 

will not only keep the school warm and save the school money, 

but almost certainly guarantee that we’ll never be in the        

position again where we will have to close the school due to a 

boiler failure. The original 1960 boiler has huffed and puffed 

its way through the last decade, requiring several minor repairs 

and eventually grinding to a halt last year (when the emergency 

temporary boiler had to be hired for the winter of 2018/19.) 

Herts County have funded a complete overhaul of our heating 

system and T Clarke have been absolutely fantastic, working 

with us since the start of term and completing the project a 

month ahead of schedule. There has been a minimum of       

disruption during this time and we are delighted with the end 

product. There was never any back up options on the old sys-

tem but we now have a modern system (with a back up   boil-

er.) Our thanks go to Herts County, T Clarke, and Artelia for 

managing the project so efficiently. 
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Year 6 Sculptures 

Our Year 6 children have produced some exceptional 

artwork through their current unit of study on          

sculpture. The class look at famous sculptors, such as 

Giacometti and Henry Moore, and take inspiration from 

the work of these artists. The children have produced 

sculptures using newspaper, masking tape and         

modelling wire and have attempted to capture the    

metallic finish and some elements of the style of      

Giacometti. The sculptures were spray painted in       

metallic grey, silver or black to give the metallic feel. 

Many of them are now currently on display in the 

school library. 

Year 5 Parachutes! 

Our Year 5 pupils have been finding out about air resistance 

through setting up their own controlled experiments using their 

home made parachutes. To ensure fair testing, the children agreed 

that each parachute will be released with the additional weight of 

just one paper clip. Mr Collenette has enabled the class to observe 

the release of each parachute from the height of the hall ceiling. 

The children will be comparing timings, drawing conclusions and no 

doubt formulating new questions as a result of their investigations. 
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Stone Age Cave Drawings 

Year 3 have produced some sensational 

‘cave drawings’ using pastel and charcoal.  

From woolly mammoths to sabre tooth 

tigers and early cave dwellers, the          

pictures bring to life the style of our early 

pre-historic drawings. Many of the          

pictures were on display during the       

animated class assembly on the Stone, 

Bronze and Iron Ages earlier this month. 

The assembly was a huge success, with 

some wonderful songs, role plays and    

information sharing being present to the 

school and our Year 3 parents. Well done 

Year 3, a fantastic assembly and some 

superb Stone Age pictures! 

Polar Pictures 

Our reception class have been finding out about animals from the    

polar regions and have created some fantastic paper plate pictures, 

using paper plates of course, along with paints, card, cotton wool and 

googly eyes. Here are five fabulous examples; a walrus, a penguin, a 

blue whale, an arctic fox and a polar bear. 
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Football Updates 

Our Girls football team took part in the prestigious Premier League 

Girls tournament at Watford FC’s training ground last Friday, winning 

three, drawing two and only losing twice in their seven group match-

es, and finishing the tournament with an excellent victory against 

strong opposition from Westbrook Hay. The girls also had the oppor-

tunity to meet two of Watford’s star players, Tom Cleveley and 

Mariappa, along with one of the academy players.  Our Girls ‘B’ team 

were also in action, performing well away at Bowmansgreen despite 

losing by four goals to one. 

Our Year 4 children also enjoyed the opportunity to play against Bow-

mansgreen, also losing by four goals to one. The match was much 

closer than the score line suggested and the team look forward to 

another fixture next week, away to  Garden Fields. 

Meanwhile, our A team recorded a fantastic 4-0 victory away at How 

Wood yesterday, whilst  Samuel  scored a last minute equaliser to 

earn a well deserved 1-1 draw with Samuel Ryder. 

Water Conservation Project 

As part of Skyswood’s programme towards achieving the Eco-

Schools Green Flag status, the  school Eco-Committee, along with 

a number of additional children from Years 5 and 6, are taking 

part in a water conservation project. Sixth form students from 

Beaumont School are leading the project over the coming weeks 

and a small group of children will present the project to a panel of 

judges at Beaumont come the end of the project, which is being 

rolled out to a number of schools within our local area. 

Sportshall Athletics 

Both our boys’ and girls’ teams finished second out of 

eight schools, finishing behind Wheatfields in this 

week’s indoor Sportshall Athletics competition and 

have a good chance of qualifying for the Herts County 

Finals. Finley won his javelin heat, as well as being in 

two of our victorious relay teams, Erin and Lola won the 

six lap and two lap races (as a team), Hazel shone in 

the obstacle relay and long jump and all of our relay 

team pulled off immaculate change-overs that had Mr 

Jones in raptures! Well done to all of the children who 

competed, and thank you to Mr Oswin and Mr Jones for 

organising our teams. 

Little Mermaids! 

Congratulations must go to three talented Year 5 girls 

who have all been offered parts in The Little Mermaid, 

which is to be held at the Sandpit  Theatre later this year. 

Willow has been given the part of Flounder, Ava has the 

part of Jellyfish 1  (with a solo), and Hazel has to multi-

task as sailor, cook and puppeteer.  
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Author of the Term– Jeanne Willis 

Jeanne Willis is a local author who has now published over eighty books. Jeanne actually attended 

school at Wheatfields, but has made a couple of author visits to Skyswood in recent years and will be 

returning on World Book Day (Thursday 5th March). We are holding two Author of the Term competitions 

(Closing date Tuesday 3rd March) and will be asking Jeanne to help us judge the competitions when she 

visits us on World Book Day. 

Dr Xargle Competition 

The first competition is to create a model, or puppet for any 

of the Dr Xargle characters. They’re fun  characters and you 

can create your model or puppet out of any materials that 

you choose. 

We would advise you to look at the series of Jeanne’s Dr 

Xargle books, which are often based on animals, eg Dr     

Xargle’s Book of Tiggers (cats) or Dr Xargle’s Book of Earth 

Hounds (dogs) and choose a character that you really like to 

base your model or puppet on. 

Front Cover Competition 

Jeanne Willis bases many of her stories 

on animals, often using rhyme or puns 

in her titles.  Make up a catchy title and 

design your own front cover in the style 

of a Jeanne Willis picture book. Think 

about the cartoony style, colour 

schemes and layout, including the letter-

ing for your title. 

And of course… if you’re inspired by your 

front cover and title, you could always 

then choose to write the whole story.  

As part of Skyswood’s programme towards achieving the Eco-

Committee, along with 

a number of additional children from Years 5 and 6, are taking 

part in a water conservation project. Sixth form students from 

Beaumont School are leading the project over the coming weeks 

and a small group of children will present the project to a panel of 

judges at Beaumont come the end of the project, which is being 
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