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The revised national curriculum in       

September 2014 raised the bar in many 

areas, not least of all GRAMMAR! 

 

Curriculum expectations for grammar 

were increased beyond recognition.       

Primary aged children are now required 

to know a host of terms and conventions 

that were previously taught at a later 

stage. 

 

At Skyswood, we have avoided the       

temptation to adopt a formal scheme, or 

compromise our rich and creative English 

curriculum. Instead, we have addressed 

the raised expectations in grammar 

through maintaining the secure teaching 

of basic grammar and punctuation 

throughout all key stages, and the             

introduction of Grammar Games in Key 

Stage 2. The children really enjoy the 

games and we have found that they      

purposefully address the statutory         

requirements whilst adding an extra      

element of fun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can parents do to support their 

children with grammar? 

 

We don’t expect children to speak the 

perfect Queen’s English at all times, 

but your child’s teacher will pick      

children up when they use grammar 

incorrectly within their speech or     

writing. This is done in a positive but 

sensitive manner. Where parents are 

equally vigilant in correcting spoken 

grammar this impacts on their child’s 

ability to then go on to write with 

grammatical  accuracy. 

 

With the exception of the spring and 

summer terms in Year 6, our school do 

not include regular formal grammar 

exercises within their home learning 

policy. 
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It ain’t right innit!   



Fronted Adverbials 

 

Using the passive voice changes the object 

and subject of the sentence. For example: in 

the sentence ‘The snail ate a leafy green          

cabbage.’ the snail is the subject of the     

sentence and the leafy green cabbage is the 

object. If you use the passive voice this will 

change to ‘The leafy green cabbage was eat-

en by the snail.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A modal verb is an auxiliary verb that       

expresses a level of necessity or possibility, 

such as must, shall, will, should, 

can, could, may or might. 

We were most probably taught about using 

“speech marks.” Although we’d argue that it 

is okay to still refer to them as speech marks, 

and what really matters is that children know 

how to use them properly,  the curriculum 

now states that children must use the term 

“inverted commas.” 

 
 

 

 
Sentences that open with an adverbial are 

known as fronted adverbials. For           

example,  think of a simple sentence such 

as ‘Peter Pan flew over the dark forest.’ If 

we rearrange this to start with the         

adverbial ‘Over the dark forest, Peter Pan 

flew’ then we have created a fronted    

adverbial. Fronted adverbials can encour-

age children to play around with language 

and make their sentence openings more       

interesting. 

 
 

 

The national curriculum content for 

grammar is significantly  different to 

the pre-2014 curriculum. 

 

What really matters is that children 

continue to develop a passion for    

writing and can match the style of 

their writing to purpose. 

 

This leaflet simply informs parents of 

some of the key concepts and       

grammatical terminology that         

children are now expected to learn in 

Key Stage 2. 

  Passive Voice 

Modal Verbs 

Abstract Nouns 

We were all hopefully taught about nouns and 

verbs. Children now need to know about      

different classifications of noun, such as      

abstract nouns and compound nouns. Abstract 

nouns are nouns denoting an idea, quality or 

state, rather than a concrete object. For         

example: beauty, confidence, envy, fear 

or loyalty are all abstract nouns. 

 

A compound noun is a noun that is made up of 

two words joined together, such as toothpaste, 

netball or whiteboard. 

Imperative 

Imperative verbs are often taught as 

‘bossy verbs’ because they represent a 

command or instruction. They are often 

found at the start of the sentence. (eg ‘Dig 

the garden’ or ‘Feed the cat.’) Inverted Commas 


