
Friends of Skyswood School 

Minutes of Open Meeting 

held on 15th September 2010 at Skyswood School 
 

 

 Trustees Other 

Present: Mike Coleman (Chair) Bob Bridle 

 Sue McKinnon (Deputy Chair) Phil Newton 

 Susanna Sutcliffe (Treasurer) Jenny Oldroyd 

 Christine Standen (Secretary) Robyn Stronach 

 Amanda Johns Frances Irvine 

 Rebecca Martin Julie Lowenthal 

 Stephanie Shah Paula Hart 

 Ricky Barnett Helen Ward 

  Adie Howlett 

Apologies: Ivy Brooks Jean Lambert 

 Philippa Mulberry Michelle & Warren Haworth 

 Annett Battersby Lynne Williams 

  Louise Busby 

  Grace Woollard 

  James Standen 

 
1. Chair welcomed those present and reflected on the fantastic successes of the previous 

school year, with thanks to all who contributed.  

For the benefit of the many new faces in the room, Chair gave an overview of FoSS and 
its importance to the school. This sentiment was also reiterated by the Head Teacher. 

 

2. Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted. 
 
3. Chair and Vice-Chair announced their intention to stand down, at the latest, at the next 

AGM. If an existing trustee wishes to adopt the role sooner, they would like to stand 

down at the first meeting in the January term.   

4. Treasurer outlined the financial position. Current funds available amount to £7,278.84. 
In the last school year FoSS generated an income of £20,384 and a profit of £12,559. 
There are a few key fundraising events that feature regularly in the FoSS calendar 

(Summer Fair, Hampers, Elves workshop, ½ Marathon) but we need a good balance of 
socially focussed events as well as ‘money spinners’. Chair stated that FoSS will always 
support any parent with an idea or desire to lead a particular event. Head agreed but 

added that this still needs to be controlled within the context of a well planned calendar 
– which was spot on last year. 

 

Head gave an overview of the school budget position (which is currently healthy) and his 
expectation of future reductions. There is a current need to focus on a couple of larger 
building projects (front of the building and the ICT suite) which means that FoSS funds 

are invaluable for supporting smaller value resources within the school. There was 
discussion about whether a new computer should be funded by FoSS or the school but 
there are no hard and fast rules – just a need to be able to prioritise and at the moment 

if FoSS are willing to fund this, it allows the school to focus budget into bigger projects. 



5. Trustees considered a number of funding requests that were presented on the evening. 
These were as follows: 

 A new computer for the reception class. £650 – unanimously agreed  
 Picture frames for displaying pupils art work. £350 – unanimously agreed 

 Additional funding for the Anniversary tiled mural. £26 – unanimously agreed 
 A shed for the Nursery Class to store play equipment. £230  – unanimously agreed 

 A metal shed for storage use by FoSS (Gazebos, tombolas,donations etc.). £258  – 
unanimously agreed 

 An outside storage box for the junior playground. £120 - unanimously agreed 
 All weather surfacing has been donated but Playground Plan Phase 1 to include: 

installation of 3-4 new pieces of equipment plus the laying of donated astro-turf. 
£3,000 – unanimously agreed 

 
Head Teacher updated FoSS on the current playground plans. In summary, Phase 1 will 
cost up to £3k and is the priority for this year, Phase 2 will cost approx. £4k. In terms of 
Phase 1, BB will circulate quotes from Playforce for further consideration in due course. 

 
Warren Haworth suggested that FoSS should request donations from parents more 
regularly as there must be many with occupations or contacts that could benefit the 

school. Whilst this is recognised and the school do benefit from such connections from 
time to time, there are some risks involved in ensuring that goods are ‘fit for purpose’. 
In the school environment, this is of particular importance and often it is advisable to 

purchase from County Supplies knowing that everything is already approved for use in 
schools. 

 

6. SMc outlined forthcoming events.  
 

In the first part of the term, the regular coffee morning (Fri 24 Sep) and disco (Fri 15 

Oct) are already scheduled as well as a further Lend a Hand day (Sat 9 Oct). 
There are a number of events and fundraising activities that are being organised on a 
regular basis by parents who will be moving on at the end of this school year. Volunteers 

to hand over to are gradually coming forward but the coffee morning may be an 
opportunity to highlight this further. 
 

7. Summer Fair Round-Up 
 

RS gave an overview of the feedback she’s received. Overall, it was a fantastic event and 
was enjoyed by all. A few learning points for next time: 

 Tokens generated the most mixed comments and the application of them needs 
to be reviewed for next year 

 Have a go stalls went well – Socks on the line a big hit, welly throwing not very 
well positioned. 

 At the bar, the Pimms went down brilliantly so will need more jugs next time 
 Comments that the events area & bands were too far apart 

 Comments that the scale of the event was too big. 
 

All agreed that we will never please everyone but that we need to think about how to 
shake it up a bit for next year. The boat was pushed out for this special anniversary year 
and don’t want next year’s event to be a disappointment. Some suggestions that we 
focus on music & food. 

 
8. Date of next FOSS meeting – Weds 10th November 2010. 


