
Minutes of FoSS Annual General Meeting held on 5
th

 May 2010 at Skyswood School 

 

 Trustees Other 

Present: Mike Coleman (Chair) Bob Bridle 

 Sue McKinnon (Deputy Chair) Leigh Richardson 

 Susanna Sutcliffe (Treasurer) Fiona Harper 

 Christine Standen (Secretary) Robyn Stronach 

 Amanda Johns Jenny Oldroyd 

 Ivy Brooks Annett Battersby (new Trustee) 

 Philippa Mulberry Ricky Barnett (new Trustee) 

  Stephanie Shah (new Trustee) 

   

Apologies: Rebecca Martin Phil Newton 

   

 

 
1.  Chair welcomed those present and everyone introduced themselves. Trustees were identified.  

 

2.  Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted but no matters arose from them. 
 

3.  Deputy Chair gave a resume of recent events and the achievements of the outgoing committee. 

Thanks were offered to all those who have supported FoSS in any way in organising or attending 

events. 
 

4. Treasurer outlined the financial position for the school year so far from 1.9.2009 to 23.3.2010. 

Income of £4,292 was raised from events and £5,373 of funding requests were granted to the school. 
This leaves funds available of £2,654 going forward. The next big fundraiser is the summer fair in 

July. 

 
5. Chair thanked the outgoing committee for all the time and effort they have put in and for working 

well as a team over the last 18 months. Typically, FoSS provides £8-10k a year to the school and 

allows them to do/buy many things that would otherwise only be on a wish list. 

 
6. Chair ratified and welcomed the new trustees: Annett Battersby, Ricky Barnett & Stephanie Shah. 

They will now have the right to vote, with the benefit of the school in mind at future meetings. 

Ongoing trustees are: Amanda Johns, Ivy Brooks, Philippa Mulberry.  
 

7. Other post holder positions were ratified with post holders standing for the next year. Chair: Mike 

Coleman, Deputy Chair: Sue McKinnon, Treasurer: Susanna Sutcliffe, Secretary: Christine Standen 

 
8. SS presented a summary of the results of the recent FoSS survey. There was an outstanding 

response to the survey with almost 100 completions.  

Specific comments came only from a few parents. Actions arising from these comments: 
- Disco suggestions for Michelle Johnson to consider: reduce the volume for the infants disco; 

bring the times forward by ½ hour. (CS) 

- Try holding Sunday events in the afternoon rather than the morning. 
- Make sure the website is kept up to date and the FoSS section more interesting (SS & CS) 

- Feed back on ideas to ensure FoSS is ‘openly’ encouraging more involvement (All for next 

meeting). 

 
The feedback led to further discussion and a suggestion that a ‘Parents Forum’ could be led by the 

Governors to allow open communication between parents and staff on overall school matters. BB 

would welcome the opportunity to manage perceptions through the sharing of information about some 
of the things the school does that are different and stand us apart. 



In the meantime, Fiona Harper confirmed that she is always available to discuss matters with parents 

(in person, by email, phone etc) but would put forward the parents forum for consideration by the 
Board of Governors. 

Chair highlighted the importance of keeping clear differentiation between the role of FoSS, the role of 

the Governors and the role of the School. The role of FoSS is to: 

 Raise money for the school 

 Contribute to the community of the school 

It was emphasized that FoSS does not exist as a parent pressure group. 
 

9. SMcK presented the calendar of upcoming events. This is important for managing the spread of 

events and also the number of asks for parents to dip into their pockets! We need lots of volunteers to 
be able to do the events already planned as well as a number of new ideas that were well supported on 

the questionnaire (including a treasure hunt, shopping evening, barn dance, salsa dancing and face 

painting workshop). 
There were many offers of support from parents who completed the questionnaire and these will be 

followed up in the coming week or two (SS & CS) 

 

JO suggested that it would be well worth investing in a popcorn machine, initially with the film nights 
in mind but to be used for many other FoSS events. It was agreed that this was a good idea but a 

formal request will be raised for the next meeting. 

 
The up-coming lend-a-hand day needs to concentrate on sorting out the FoSS shed and the gazebo’s 

in preparation for the summer fair.  

 
10. A comprehensive Summer Fair update was given by RS with key points/actions as follows: 

 

 We need lots of advertisers for the summer fair brochure as well as more raffle prizes. In 

particular we need a few high ticket items before the tickets need to be printed at the end of 

May. It was suggested that FoSS may need to invest in an i-pod Touch as a main prize but RB 
also offered to find out what his company (Nokia) may be willing to contribute. 

 The decorations for the event are being co-ordinated by Emma Shaw and she is going to be 

involving the children in this each Wednesday after school. 

 Expected numbers are a big unknown. Lots of connections made via friends reunited and 

there is now a facebook event that has 17 accepts so far.  The biggest consideration is catering 
for food. SMcK is exploring the option of having an Indian restaurant to set up a buffet in the 

evening. 

 The book is almost ready to go. It’s 368 pages long and has contributions from all past staff. 

300 will be printed. The costs will initially be picked up by the school but BB will raise a 
funding request to Foss so that the proceeds are held in FoSS funds. 

 PR in the local press is being planned for late June. BB has this in hand 

 

11. Closing address (BB) FoSS is not just about raising funds (although it is fantastic), it is also about 

the sense of community, family, friendship and humour that is brought to the school. Don’t lose sight 
of this. Thank you to all who help and contribute.  

 

12. Date of next FOSS meeting – Weds 16
th

 June 2010.  


