
Minutes of FoSS Open Meeting held on 3
rd

 March 2010 at Skyswood School 

 

 Trustees Other 

Present: Mike Coleman (Chair) Bob Bridle 

 Sue McKinnon (Deputy Chair) Phil Newton 

 Susanna Sutcliffe (Treasurer: co-opted) Annett Battersby 

 Christine Standen (Secretary: co-opted) Stephanie Shah 

 Amanda Johns Ricky Barnett 

 Ivy Brooks Susan Booth 

 Rebecca Martin Lynne Williams 

 Philippa Mulberry Tracy Jerrams 

   

Apologies: Lisa Ryder Fiona Harper 

  Robyn Stronach 

  Jenny Oldroyd 

 

 

1.  MC welcomed those present and everyone introduced themselves. Trustees were identified.  

 
2.  Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted with thanks to Julie Lowenthal for taking the 

minutes. 

 
3.  MC outlined the situation with the FoSS committee at the moment. In order to complete the 

Charity Commission registration, there needs to be stability until past the next AGM. 

Trustees are asked to confirm their intention (to continue or otherwise) to the Chair within the 

next 48-72 hours so that this stability can be ensured. 
An email has already been sent to parents outlining the vacant roles. 

A candidate list will be circulated ahead of the AGM (scheduled for 5
th
 May) 

 
4. SS outlined the financial position. The first 2 events of the year (Grease night & Valentine disco) 

have generated a profit of £447.40. SS has been working hard to catch up on money being paid over 

to the school. Current funds available amount to £3,113.03 

 
SS highlighted the issue of the £100 classroom allocations that are allocated at each new school year 

and paid over on production of invoices by the school. These have been going for some time, and 

whilst they are a good idea in principle, they are difficult in practice for the school office to 
administer. Further discussion confirmed that this is also an inefficient way to work in terms of 

planning funding and attempts should be made to plan funding in advance. In the meantime, it was 

agreed that these £100 allocations will cease for future school years and be replaced with only 
formal funding requests. This would mean that FoSS may in future receive more smaller funding 

requests, or that smaller funding requests may not be put forward by teachers. Any ideas from 

teachers or parents as to practical alternatives would be welcomed by the trustees. The importance of 

circulating these requests in advance was also reiterated. 
 

5. The trustees considered the 4 funding requests that had been forwarded in advance. These were as 

follows: 

 2 visualisers for KS1 & KS2. Following trial and feedback on the impact of these, it is 

anticipated that each class will eventually need their own. £472 – unanimously agreed 

 Telescopic Easel for Yr 2. £96.95 – unanimously agreed 

 Forest Ant Super for Yr 1. £18.71  – unanimously agreed 

 A bag of 1,000 Multilink Cubes £85 – BB agreed these should be paid from the school Maths 

budget 

 



Following on from the last meeting and further investigation, SMcK confirmed the preferred Gazebo 

@ £229 – This was unanimously agreed but SMcK is to look at adding the optional weighted feet and 
email the cost to trustees for approval 

 

BB presented longer terms plans for the junior playground. The majority of funding for the Climb and 

Clamber Zone has already been agreed (£2,400). An additional £255 to include wet pour safety rubber 
was unanimously agreed bringing the approved funding for the project, including rubber, to £2,655. 

 

 
6. SMcK outlined recent and forthcoming events.  

The recent Grease sing-along and Valentine disco have both been successful fundraisers. 

Forthcoming events include: Coffee morning (12
th
 March), Bag2school (19

th
 March), Lend a Hand 

Day (20
th
 March), Quiz Night (23

rd
 April), Review Half Marathon (13

th
 June). 

Children are welcome at the Lend a Hand day but parents need to take responsibility for them. 

The Quiz night will this time include a licensed bar to use up stocks of wine and beer from previous 

events. 
BB explained that the School Council are keen to put a team into the fun run. It was agreed that the 

school council/ school will take on the organising of fun run teams whilst FoSS continues to 

organise the Marshalling. 
SMcK suggested that another Family Photography Day would be a worthwhile event for the Autumn 

term (in anticipation of Christmas) and that a volunteer is required to organise it. 

 
 

7. Summer Fair & 50
th
 Anniversary Re-union – 10

th
 July 2010 

Robyn Stronach agreed to Chair the Summer Fair Committee at the initial planning meeting (23
rd

 

Feb). The next planning meeting will be held on Fri 5
th

 March at 1.30pm in the Music Hut. 

Anyone interested in coming to the meeting or being involved was asked to contact Robyn. 

 

BB reported on progress of the 50
th
 anniversary book. He has had a huge response from former pupils  

and staff with contributions for the book. A print run of 300 is planned at: £1,102 for 304 pages or 

£1,141 for 320 pages.  If the book is sold at £8 per copy, it would break-even after the sale of 150 

books.   

 
BB suggested an auction of promises to tap into the ex-skyswood community (ie.prize donations). To 

be investigated further within the Summer Fair committee. 

 
8. SS presented a draft parents questionnaire. It was unanimously agreed that it should be send out to 

parents without any amendments. BB confirmed that FoSS are covered by the schools Data 

Protection Registration and that there will be no issue with FoSS trustees holding questionnaire 
responses on their personal computers.  

 

8. Date of next FOSS meeting – AGM Weds 5
th

 May 2010.  


