
Friends of Skyswood School 

Minutes of Open Meeting 

held on 15th Sept 2011 at Skyswood School 
 

 

 Trustees Other 

Present: Ricky Barnett (Chair) Bob Bridle 

 Frances Irvine (Deputy Chair) Robyn Stronach 

 Susanna Sutcliffe (Treasurer) Duncan Stronach 

 Christine Standen (Secretary) James Bird 

 Rebecca Martin Simon Eckford 

 Jenny Oldroyd Warren Haworth 

   

Apologies: Annett Battersby  

 Stephanie Shah  

   

 
1. Chair welcomed those present. 
 
2. Minutes from the previous meeting were accepted. Main o/s point relates to Popcorn 

machine warranty, insurance and hire agreement – to be picked up separately by AB, CS 
& SS 

 
3. Duncan Stronach raised concerns about the sign off process for large expenditure 

requests eg. The Tangle Tree Climber and suggested that there should be a more 
rigorous, transparent sign off process to prevent FoSS and parents from being/feeling 
undermined.  
Bob Bridle expressed that school decisions are not taken lightly but rather planned and 
discussed with staff and FoSS requests are made via a very specific process. 
There was further discussion of ideas including more parent/trustee involvement with 
the school eg. At school council meetings, a subcommittee to work specifically on larger 
expenditure requests - to review the options and contribute to the final decision. 
The outcome was an agreement by all to discuss at the next meeting a possible new 
process for large expenditure requests that would involve the wider school community. 
 

4. Treasurer outlined the financial position with current funds available amounting to 
£2,959.26. This includes recent profit of £4,349.40 from the Summer Fair.  
Overall for the last school year, FoSS raised £11,569.51 and paid grants over to the 
school of £15,879.55 
The Autumn term is always a busy one for activities and fundraising, reflected in a 
forecast funds of £7,359 by the end of the calendar year. 
 
Warren Haworth enquired about how much effort the school or FoSS are able  to make 
in local for local business sponsorship to boost fundraising. 
Bob Bridle explained that it needs dedicated effort and that some schools employ a 
business manager for this but tend only to break even. 
2 outcomes of the discussion: 

i. Tied into summer fair prep, investigate local sponsorship opportunities 
ii. Consider establishing a sub-committee to work with Bob specifically to look at 

what grant opportunities are available, identify what’s new etc. 



 
5. 1 funding request was considered and voted on: 

 £450 (+ 5% buffer of £22.50) for a half set of djembe drums to enrich percussion 
provision in KS2 - unanimously agreed 
 

It was also agreed (with 1 abstention) to bring the split of funds back (playground 

vs. general) into one overall general fund. 

 

Bob Bridle was able to outline 3 key areas where he thought the school would need 

particular funding support in the coming academic year: 

i. ICT provision eg. A ‘smart table’ for Reception would cost approx.. £3k 

ii. ‘Outdoor Classroom’ equipment following the upcoming work to flatten the 

Japanese garden allowing the area to be re-designed into a working space for 

Years 1 & 2 

iii. The Playground Project 

 
6. Robyn Stronach gave a round-up on the Medieval Festival (see full notes sheets on this). 

It was agreed that the next meeting should include an agenda item to begin discussions 
about the theme and lead for next year’s event. 

 
7. Overview of forthcoming events. Points to note: 
 

 Lend a Hand day will not be possible on Sat 8th Oct but rather than reschedule it was 
agreed that it won’t be essential this term after the CVS Ground Force day 

 Autumn Disco (Fri 14th Oct) is scheduled but not officially booked with the DJ. FI to 
follow up with Heather Duckworth to confirm. 

 Family Photo Session (Sun 16th Oct) is being promoted but we need responses 
quickly to know whether we need a 2nd photographer. 

 Family Quiz (Fri 18th Nov) date agreed by Bob Bridle and he’s happy to organise the 
quiz with Phil Newton but a volunteer is needed to organise the catering. 

 
Jenny Oldroyd shared the ‘Fun Mats’ product idea that she’s organising. The timings are 
tight but BB & RM agreed that they were possible with the support of Teachers: 
- Artwork to be returned by 7th Oct (Assembly on 21st Sept & artwork complete by 29th 

Sept) 
- Sample mats to be circulated and returned with orders before half term 
- Orders to be received by 18th Nov 

 
Warren Haworth suggested that a Ball would be a good fundraising event for the school. 
Although it was a less popular option than a barn dance on the last parent’s 
questionnaire, it is often an event that’s discussed and if the price and location are right 
then perhaps it would be worth getting a commitment from parents before booking. 
To be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 
8. AOB 

 Jenny keeping an eye on good value badge making machines on ebay; Robyn 
Stronach to find out where Jackie Ferguson got the one that was used at last 
years summer fair 

 Attracting new people – Ricky to add a piece to the newsletter 



 More photos from events are needed for the website – features section as well as 
the FoSS section. Robyn to dig out a few she has from the fair. If anyone else 
has any, please forward them to Ricky Barnett to put them on the website. 

 
 
9.  Date of next FOSS meeting – Thursday 10th November 2011. 


